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NEW-YEAR’S ADDRESS. 


There are certain periods in human 
life, in which even the most careless 
and unconcerned are as it were com- 
pelled to bestow something like a se- 
rious thought on the things which re- 
We 
allude, in the first instance, to those 
periods of sickness and distress which 
are incident to the whole family of 


man, and which, by bringing home to 


late to their everlasting welfare. 


their individual experience the vanity 
of temporal things, have a tendency to 
awaken their attention at least for a 
moment to the reality of those things 
which are eternal. The termination of 


the one, however, generally marksthe | 


short-lived existence of the other; for 
if the contingency of sickness or af- 
fliction has served for a while to draw 
the mind from the world and its vani- 
ties, let but the contingency cease, and 
that feeling which it produced is gone. 
So it is, also, when we are sometimes 
called upon to bear our part in the 
solemn pageantry of funeral wo, and 
behold a fellow mortal, who but as 
yesterday was a living, breathing, sen- 
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sitive being as ourselves, committed to 
the cold and silent bosom of the tomb, 
it is hardly possible but that we feel 
some But let the 
coffin which contains the lifeless body 
be hidden from our view—let us get 


solemn emotions. 


beyond the precincts of the grave- 
yard, and the serious and sober reflec- 
tions which may for one brief moment 
have visited our bosoms, are gone, 
perhaps not to return until some simi- 
lar melancholy occasion call them from 
their hiding place. 

There is one peculiarly solemn pe- 
riod in the pilgrimage of man, in which, 
unless his heart is totally bereft of 
every thing which might bear the re- 
motest relation to sensibility, will bring 
before him more -than one solemn 
thought on the intimate connexion 
which exists between time and eterni- 
ty. At one of these solemn periods 
God in his gracious providence has 
now permitted us to arrive: and if our 
Magazine does not reach all our read- 
ers in time for them to peruse our new- 
year’s reflections on the new-year’s 
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day, it will not be so long delayed as | most annihilated. The sacred writers 


to divest the subject either of its in- 
terest or of its importance. It is in- 
deed a solemn thought, that in relation 
to every one of us, another of our years 
has gone never to return—its privi- 
leges—its blessings—its woes—its re- 
sponsibilities, are all beyond our grasp 
—and all that remains to concern us is 
the record which is made on high of 
the manner in which it was employed, 
and for every moment of which we 
must give a direct account when we 
come to stand before the judgment 
seat of the Lord Jesus Christ. There 
are none among our readers who are 
not deeply and vitally interested in the 
solemn reficctions which this season 
of the year is calculated to produce, 
and a profitable direction may be given 
to our meditations if we permit our 
minds to rest on the declaration of the 
Psalmist, ‘‘ Behold how short my time 
> We have seen time defined, the 
‘‘ order in which things exist.” Time 
is usually spoken of under the divisions 
of past, present, and future; and of 
these singly and combined, so far as 
this life is concerned, the declaration 
of the Psalmist is true. 

Let any of our readers apply the 
subject to his individual experience, 
and he will find that his past time has 
indeed been short. Let him cast his 
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thoughts back upon the by-gone days — 


of his life, and he will sensibly feel the 


force of the declaration; and as his 
years increase, singular as the expe-— 


rience may be, the past will appear 
continually to shorten. Few perhaps 
among our readers can look back over 


the lapse of three score years, yet letthe | 
period be what it may, so short is the | 
time that is past, that the years of our | 
life will appear like a dream, in which | 


the succession of cvents has been al- 








have presented this subject before us 
with inimitable pathos, and under a 
simplicity of expression which invests 
their language with the characteristics 
of real sublimity. 

If our remarks have been extended 
to a length which may weary some of 
our readers, we trust they will forgive 
us in the amazing importance of the 
subject, and of the peculiar fitness of 
the occasion. Our hearts’ desire and 
prayer to God is, that each and every 
one of us should be so taught of God 
to number our days that we may ap- 
ply our hearts unto wisdom. 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
EXTRACTS FROM AN ADDRESS, 


Delivered before the Managers and 
Teachers of the Female Union So- 
ciety of Baltimore, for the Promotion 
of Sabbath-Schools, Nov. 3, 1828. 


The various lights in which Sab- 
bath-schools may be regarded are 
worthy of a place in every mind. 

The morahty of a community bears 
a direct proportion to the improve- 
ment of the Lord’s day. Where 
this is profaned, virtue, the plant of 
paradise, fades, withers, and perishes, 
while the weeds of licentiousness grow 
broader and higher, and spread over 
society their ea influence.— 
Sabbath-schools collect together the 
youth, many of whom previously to 
their establishment, were neglected ; 
and ignorant of that reverence which 
the holy day demands, and in some 
instances, destitute of every correct 
thought of God and immortality. 
These facts were indeed the basis of 
that noble system which originated 
with the pious Raikes, the advantages 
of which our own eyes have seen, 
and our own hearts have welcomed 
with fervent gratitude. 

The safety and happiness of a 
nation are intimately associated with 
the virtue and intelligence of the great 
body of the people. This remark is 


peculiarly applicable to our own land, 
the people constitute the 


in which 
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sovereign power. The highest degree 
of virtue to which we can attain inthe 
present life, is a serious, holy, and ha- 


bitual obedience to the precepts of 


Jesus Christ. In Sabbath-schools these 
precepts are successfully enforced. 
The inspired volume teaches us that 
‘one sinner destroyeth much good.” 
What a mass of corruption then may 
be introduced into society by multi- 
tudes who have been trained up in 
vice. But multitudes have been thus 
trained, and what remedy shall we 
apply? Take the little children and 
place them in Sabbath-schools where 
they will learn to respect holiness and 
its advocates,—make them virtuous 
by a religious education, and their pa- 
rents cannot escape the society and 
the example of their offspring. Thus 
you will penetrate the hearts of fathers 
and mothers through their children. 
I might confirm this observation by a 


reference to numerous examples, but 


they are familiar. 

It may be remarked also, that the 
obvious tendency of our holy religion 
is to make men republicans. I do not 
mean religion, shackled by a state 
connexion, or by those multifarious 
traditions which form no part of the 
original system; but religion as it is 
found in the Divine word, simple, 
holy, independent and spiritual. 

If, then, to observe the precepts of 
Jesus Christ is the highest virtue,—if 
to destroy iniquity in the bud is the 
most efficient method to exalt the mo- 
rals of a people,—if the tendency of 
religion is to perpetuate republican 
principles,—if thousands in a nation 
by their religious training and pious 
example may be the means of reform- 
ing thousands more,—and if Sabbath- 
schools accomplish all these objects, 
they are, in an exalted sense, asso- 
ciated with the stability and the hap- 
piness of our country in a political 
point of view. 

It is not sufficient, however, to 
speak of the moral and national aspect 
assumed by these institutions, nor yet 
of the advantages resulting to the chil- 
dren themselves as a part of general 
society: their influence is associated 
with eternal scenes. In these schools, 
numbers lay the foundation of a hope 
full of immortality. The seed scatter- 
ed abroad may in many instances re- 








main a long time buried, but the pro- 
bability is, that the harvest, at the ap- 
pointed season, will present its ripened 
As the dew descends and re- 
vives the languishing earth, so the 
Holy Spirit may descend, and quicken 
the hearts of youth, now dead in tres- 
passes and in sins. The Holy Spirit 
has exerted his power, but of the 
blessed effects of his agency time 
would fail me to describe. The Report 
which has been read this morning, 
cheers our hearts with the intelligence 
that during the past year, within the 
bounds of this Female Union, several 
children have become hopeful subjects 
of Divine influence. 

Much has been written, much has 
been spoken in reference to the spi- 
ritual results of Sunday-schools, but 
the extent of these results we shall 
not know till the judgment is set, the 
books opened, and the redeemed spi- 
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rits of Sabbath-school superintendence 


are ranged upon the right hand of the 
Son of God. Then will be exhibited 
a scene ** such as earth saw never.” 
Hosts of ransomed children upon the 
right hand of the Judge, ransomed 
through your instrumentality! If the 
sublime anthems of angels can be im- 
proved, that will do it: if the harps of 
the blood-washed church can be ele- 
vated to nobler strains, that will do it: 
if the bosoms of regenerated teachers 
can be swelled with higher raptures, 
that will do it. 

The success of Sabbath-schools 
seemns to comport with the stran 
operations of him who * hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to con- 
found the wise, that no flesh should 
glory in his presence.”’ 


“ By whom was David taught, 
To aim the deadly blow; 
When he Goliath fought, 
And laid the Gittite low: 
No sword nor spear the stripling took, 
But chose a pebble from the brook.” 


By what instrumentality, after the 
ascension of our Lord, were the false 


| gods of the Romans abandoned, and 


the standard of the cross unfurled 
on the battlements of the Queen of 
Nations’ Friendless, despised, perse- 
cuted saints, under the blessing of 


Heaven, accomplished this stupendous 
work, 
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Teachers! you have engaged in a 
great work, a work which angels 
would rejoice to share. In the name 
of the pious who appreciate your dis- 


interested labour of love, in the name | 
of all that is sacred on earth, and all | 


that is in heaven revered, I bid you 
‘* God speed.”” You are promoting the 
glory of the Lord in the highest and 
good will towards men: you are res- 


cuing thousands from ignorance and | 
vice: you are es spirits immortal | 
eternity: youare | 


for the enjoyments o 
following in the footsteps of the divine 
Redeemer. 

When Christ was rejected by the 
chief priests and the scribes, the little 
children filled the temple, and raised 
their infant voices in his praise: ‘* Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David, blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.” And though his enemies were 
astonished and offended, yet he him- 
self was well pleased with their art- 
less strains. In Sabbath-schools you 
renew, you perpetuate the scene of 
our Saviour’s last public entry into Je- 
rusalem, and Hosanna, Hosanna to the 
Son of David, still swells on our ear, 
and fills our temples with its joyful 
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ed bands of God’s elect are efficiently 
at work, and pressing forwards with 
energies irresistible as the mountain 
torrents of Judea. Already it inclines 
—already it leans towards its doom. 
The Holy Spirit with mighty breath is 
acting in the direction of its fall. The 
powers of darkness in utter consterna- 
tion at the scene, and trembling for the 
result, are compassing land and sea to 
recruit their dispersed forces, and up- 
hold with death-like struggle, their 
tottering edifice. The angel of Jeho- 
vah stands prepared to fly through the 
midst of heaven and proclaim, “ The 
kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and 
ever.” 

Go on-—Jesus Christ from his throne 
of grace encourages you;—the re- 
deemed spirits of Sabbath-school in- 
struction, now in glory, animate your 
exertions;—from every cottage, from 
every village and town of the evan- 
gelized world, a voice is incessantly 
sounding, ** Go on—perseveré in the 
glorious work you have commenced— 
call upon all around to unite their la- 
bours with yours—and never cease, 





till the tower of sin is laid level with 
the dust, and the whole earth is filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of 
Jehovah.” 


sound. 

But what will your teaching avail, 
as to yourselves, if you are not inte- 
rested in the blood of Christ? Shall 
any of these children, saved through 
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your instrumentality, rise against you 
in the sodgment and put your soul to 
shame’ O! shall instructions delivered 
for eternity, bless your classes and 
leave your own spirit barren? God 
forbid that I should discourage your 
Lord’s day efforts; pursue them with 
intensity, but at the same time seek re- 
demption for yourselves; and while 
you join with the pious in advancing 
the interests of Immanuel’s kingdom, 
let your hearts be united to that king- 
dom, and your exertions exceedingly 
multiplied for the salvation of children 
committed to your charge. 

Let no difficulties discourage you, 
let no opposition alarm you, but steadi- 
ly pursue your way, rescuing the 
young from the snares of vice, and 
from the bondage of him whose throne 
is darkness. 

For ages the friends of Jesus fearfully 
surveyed its towering summit, and pray- 
ed for its demolition, but now, the unit- 








INQUIRY INTO THE ORIGIN OF THOSE 
DEFECTS WHICH AT PRESENT EXIST 
IN COMMUNICATING RELIGIOUS IN- 
STRUCTION. 


There are two distinct and separate 
paths which lie at the option of eve 
teacher in the education of children. 
The one may be termed the path-way 
of the memory, and the other of the 
judgment. 

The first part of a child’s education 
is purely an exercise of the memory. 
The letters are placed before him in 
succession, he is enjoined to observe 
their form, and to remember them in 
connexion with their names, Then 
come the powers of the letters, their 
combinations, sounds, &c. all which is 
a tedious, cold, and in many cases a 
harassing series of exercises, both to 
the teacher and the child; but up to 
this point, the whole is necessarily, in 
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the case of the scholar, a simple exer 
cise of the memory. 

As soon, however, as the child is 
able to form the letters into words, a 
double path presents itself to the 
teacher. He may either continue to 
pursue his exercises by means of the 
memory alone, or he may begin the 
exercise of the judgment, which is the 
new path that now opens itself to 
him. The first, as at this stage it gives 
much less trouble, is too often adopt- 
ed; although the latter would bring 
him much sooner and easier to the 
end which he ought to have in view. 

When reading continues to be taught 
in the manner first mentioned, as a 
mere exercise of the memory, it must 
arise either from the want of time, or 
the want of care on the part of the 
teacher. Nature points out a directly 
opposite course in the education of the 
child. As soon as he can put letters 
into words, such as cat, dog, top, ball, 
&ec. objects with which he is already 
familiar, the sound at once suggests to 
his mind the idea of the object, and 
he feels a sensible pleasure in having 
discovered it; and were this disposi- 
tion, at this stage of his progress, cul- 
tivated, the child would never pass a 
word till he understood what it meant; 
and thus, as his ideas multiplied, his 
labour would decrease, and he would, 
in a short time, be able of himself, to 
understand the greater part, if not the 
whole, of what he was taught to read. 
But this tendency in the child being 
neglected by the teacher, and as many 
new words are ever occurring which 
are not explained to him, and which 
he is not required to understand, the 
habit of reading mechanically is soon 
formed; which, being progressively 
strengthened by every lesson read in 
the same manner, ultimately becomes 


so inveterate, that the child never 


thinks of the meaning of what he reads, 
finding that his task is made to consist 
solely in pronouncing words, whether 
he understand them or not; and thus 
they at last present themselves to the 
eye, without conveying any idea tothe 
mind, except that of their sound or ap- 
pearance. 

In pursuing the other mode in the 
education of a child by means of the 
judgment, the teacher follows the plan 
directly pointed out by nature, and 
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suggested by the child himself. As 
soon as the child can put the letters of 
a word together and pronounce it, he 
is required to tell what it means; and 
having by degrees overcome the me- 
chanical drudgery of reading, he at- 
habit of looking beneath the 
mere words, and grappling with the 
ideas which they contain. These will, 
no doubt, be sometimes beyond his 
reach; but having been successfully set 
a-going on the pathway of improve- 
ment, and having felt the pleasure of 
acquiring, by his own exertions, new 
ideas, he will be quite uneasy till he 
be able to add every new one which 
occurs to his former stock. The plea- 
sure in this course always increases, 
while the difficulties lessen; as every 
successful effort invigorates the mind, 
and prepares the way for another vic- 
tory. 

In communicating religious instruc- 
tion to children, a system similar to the 
error pointed out above, has, in too 
many instances, been most unhappily 
Religion isa grand system 
of duties, authoritatively addressed to 
our rational faculties, and enforced un- 
der the sanction of motives the most 
powerful and impressive that can be 
conceived; all of which, however, must 
be by us distinetly perceived and re- 
cognised before an enlightened obe- 
dience can be rendered. There is but 
one way, then, by which religion can 
be taught to rational creatures. They 
must know, or, in other words, under- 
stand, the duty, and then have a clear 
and rational view of the sanctions by 
which that duty is enforced. Now, 
both nature and revelation show, that 
the first duty of every intelligent be- 
ing is, to *facquaint himself with God,” 
to inquire into the nature of the rela. 
tions in which he stands to him, and to 
know what are the particular duties 
which, in his special circumstances, 
spring out of these relations. Of these 
things the Bible, and the Bible alone, 
gives us information; and hence it is, 
that, without a clear knowledge of the 
truths of the Bible, there can be no 
true religion. But it is evident, that 
it is the (ruths of the Bible, and not 
the words only of the Bible, which 
children should be taught; and it is a 
matter of comparatively little moment 
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| by what means these truths are taught, 
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whether by ¢ sneha or otherwise, 
provided they be really taught in such 
a manner as to be understood and com- 
prehended with the same precision 
with which children know and under- 
stand the common matters of ordinary | 
life. This is evidently the first step 
then in the progress of teaching reli- 
gion; and it is manifest that, till this ob- 
ject has been attained, with respect to 
the simple truths of the Bible, it is in 
vain to proceed farther. We may ha- 
rass, and distract, and weaken a child’s 
mind by making him repeat words 
from the Bible or Catechisms, which 
contain the doctrines of Christianity; 
but unless he understands them, they 
are, and must ever be, powerless and 
inefficient. The mere repeating of 
these is not the communicating to him 
of any one of the ¢ruths of the Bible, 
and it is not of course advancing him 
one single step in religious knowledge. 

Now, what is the fact when we come 
to investigate the matter in ordinary 
practice’-—How do we find children, 
in general, taught religion’—They 
learn to repeat their Catechisms:— 
Very right. But do they, after they 


have done so, know the meaning of | 


that which they have repeated? Are 
sufficient pains taken that they shall 
learn to repeat nothing but what they 
clearly understand ?—In_ short, the 
question is, Are they, or are they not, 
taught the éruths of the Bible?—Is it 
not a melancholy fact, that thousands 
of children are able to repeat their 
Catechisms from beginning to end, 
who yet know nothing about them but 
the words? and, after all the labour 
and pains which have been taken to 
make them learn, and the self-denial 
which they have exercised in commit- 
ting mere words, they are yet almost 
as ignorant of the truths of the Bible 
as they were when they began. The 
extent of this evil, could we see it in 
its present and succeeding effects, 
would almost make us pronounce it a 


_ Species of impiety. The answers given 


by a child, taught in this manner, to 
the consecutive questions, ‘* Who 
made you’? ‘* Who restrains you” 
and, ** Who supports you?” would, in 
many instances, strike a pious Chris- 
tian with a species of horror, to think 
that he had been teaching a child igno- | 


rantly and lightly to sport with names | 
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which ought at all times, and by every 


creature, to be used with profound re- 
_verence and deep humility. 


| 
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In the reading and repeating of 
_ Scripture, as well as in the learning of 
Catechisms, a similar ignorance, arising 
_ however, in a great measure, from the 
former evil, also takes place. When 
children have read a portion of Scrip- 
ture, and shut their books, how sel- 
dom do we find them capable of giv- 


ing an intelligent account of what they 
have read? 


And particularly, after 


_ having learned to repeat a whole chap- 


ter, or a whole book, were we to in- 
vestigate the matter, we would in ge- 
neral find, that their acquaintance with 
the truths they have repeated is ex- 
ceedingly small, and their practical 
knowledge, in most instances, really 


| nothing. Where then, we would ask, 


is there in all this any thing like a four 
dation upon which we shall ever be 
able to build “practical godliness?” 
Where is there any thing like a know- 


ledge, far less a conviction, of sin and 


misery, or that illumination of mind in 
the knowledge of Christ by which 


' alone the heart can be affected, and 


the will renewed?--All these must be 


_ perceived by the understanding before 


' ficacious. 


the Spirit of God will render them ef- 
He always works in the 


_ soul by means of the word; and though 


these truths are too often before the 


mind without affecting the heart, yet 


they never can reach the heart till 


| they have previously been present to 
_ theunderstanding. The teacher, then, 
who attempts to get access to the 


heart, and to communicate religion to 
a child, by merely storing the memo- 
ry, to the exclusion of the understand- 
ing, most lamentably mistakes the way 
of improvement, as well as the nature 
of that religion which God requires 


even in a child; and though we dare 


not .affirm, that children who are 
taught to repeat words which they do 
_ not understand, had better not have 
_ been taught at ‘ll, yet, in the spirit, 
| and even in the words of the Apostle, 


we may confidently say, that it is bet- 
ter that a child should “speak five 
words with the understanding, than 
ten thousand words in an unknown 


_ tongue.” 


We have long considered this bane- 
ful, heartless, and absurd conduct in 
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the treatment of children, as one of 
the most subtle and destructive delu- 
sions of Satan, in retarding the spread 
of true religion and evangelical truth: 
and we have often <—my to see 
Christians,—pious, and in other re- 
spects judicious C alam -—hot per- 
haps advocating, but still practising 
and excusing this mode of communi- 
cating religious knowledge, on the 
idea, that children would aflerwards 
remember and understand what they 
now learn. ‘** Store the me mory now, - 
say they, ‘‘and the children will get 
the benefit of these truths afterwards 
when they are understood.” But why 
should not the child understand them 
now 2 Why should he not get the 
benefit of these glorious and import- 
ant truths now 2 Why should a child 
be kept in ignorance of God, and the 
great concerns of religion and eterni- 
ty, upon a mere chance, that these 
truths shall Aereafier be remembered 
and digested? But, even granting that 
the truths might afterwards be remem- 
bered,—which we have already shown 
is not very probable,——have they con- 
sidered the consequences to which 
their conclusion leads them? Do they, 
or do they not, consiler this know- 
ledge, which they are for indefinitely 
postponing, as necessary to salvation? 
If it be not, why teach the children at 
all’? But if it be, who, with a heart 
strung with the common chords of hu- 
manity, can, to save themselves a lit- 
tle more trouble, suspend the eternal 
welfare of a soul upon such a far dis- 
tant and very uncertain contingency! 

Can they, instead of exercising a little 
more pains and patience in pointing 
out the way of salvation to the chil- 
dren in a manner which they can un- 
derstand, thoughtlessly content them- 
selves with sowing seed by the wav- 
side, where they know it cannot take 
root; while they have the solemn de- 
claration of our Lord himself, that 
they who “hear the word, and under- 
stand it not,” have it literally taken 
away from them by Satan. Our Lord, 
indeed, in putting this class first in the 
parable, distinctly intimates, that such 
persons are the most hopeless of all 
the other classes of gospel hearers. 
We have already satisfactorily proved, 


what indeed experience every day tes- | 


tifies, that not one truth in a thousand | 
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thus seated is ever afterwards 
remembered; and even when remem- 
bered, it must still be understood be- 
fore fruit can be produced. © 


HINTS FOR REMOVING THE EVILS COM- 
PLAINED OF IN THR RELIGIOUS IN- 
STRUCTION OF THE YOUNG, 

The origin of the evils complained 
of ‘arto, been traced in the previous 
article, the remedy becomes obvious. 
It consists in going back to the point 
where the teacher first diverged, and 
following up the line pointed out by 
nature and the child as the pathway of 
the judgment. There must now be no 
quarter given to specious ignorance, 
superficial teaching, or the mere me- 
chanical repetition of words. The 
teacher must now at last consider him- 
self as the instructer of rational and 
immortal beings, and pursue his course 
of tuition accordingly. He must en- 
deavour to make the children master 
of every idea as they proceed; and be 
contented rather to communicate one 
or two truths concerning God and sal- 
vation to the understanding, than to 
hear them repeat chapters and ques- 
tions, to which he is conscious they at- 
tach no specific idea. In short, he 
must give diligent heed that their unm 
derstanding shall always keep pace 
with, if itdo not preeede, the memory; 
and that every truth which he commu- 
nicates be rationally received, and 
thoroughly understood. 

To many this will at once, and with- 
out hesitation, be pronounced impos- 
sible. We sincerely sympathize for 
them, though not with them in this 
feeling; but we know its depth, as well 
as its extent, and are not alarmed for 
the issue.—/t is not impossible.—The 
truths which the children will thus ac- 
quire may, indeed, for some time be 
few, but surely it does not follow that 
there shall be none. The children 
have not yet been so abused by the 
mode of their instruction as to be de- 
prived of their rational powers! They 
are yet capable of understanding, and 
remembering, and delivering your 
messages to their parents about their 
secular concerns, or the civil matters 
of the school; and why not take ad- 
vantage of the same capacity, and un- 
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derstanding, and memory for the things 
of religion and eternity’? You have a 


message to them from God; why not | 


deliver it to them in their own lan- 

age? Why conceal it under words 
which they do not understand? Why 
transact your own business with them 
in one language, and the business of 
your Master in another’—It is not im- 
possible, then, although it may for 
some time be difficult; but it shall be 
our present business to show to per- 
sons in different circumstances how it 
may, to each of them, be made as easy 
as possible. 

To those who have the uncontrol- 
led management of a Sabbath-school, 
there should in this case be no half 
measures. We know, for we have re- 
peatedly witnessed the circumstance, 
and have heard of it in many more 
cases, that the return to the rational 
system will be hailed by the children 
as life from the dead. Thousands, and 
tens of thousands, are at this moment 
groaning under this dead-weight of 


cold and heartless, as well as senseless | 


and absurd management, who, after 
one month’s emancipation, would show 
a new life and a new energy in all 
their exercises, of which they, or their 
teachers, can at this moment form no 
conception. If they have long been 
accustomed to repeat, what the teach- 
er has reason to believe they did not 
understand, let the reformation begin 
here. Cause them to abstain in the 
mean time,—perhaps for some weeks, 
—from learning by memory, and pre- 
scribe to them a passage of Scripture 
to read, and to understand; with a pro- 
mise, that they who do so, and only 
they, shall be permitted to repeat it as 
areward for their diligence. When 
they have been catechised upon the 
passage and have given the explana- 
tions, in the manner which will after- 
wards be explained and exemplified, 
they ought then to have their attention 
called to the lessons. These will not, 
perhaps, for a few weeks, be properly 
understood ; but the teacher should 
point out and explain at least two or 
three at each meeting of the school 
from the passage, that they may per- 
ceive their use, as well as their value. 
These exercises should in general be 
confined either to the narrative part of 
the New or Old Testament, always 











| greatest height. 


preferring the New, or to the miracles 
or parables of our Lord, which are 
certainly of great importance. These 
being easiest understood, by the chil- 
dren, ought first to be gone over, be- 
fore the more abstract and didactic 


_ parts of the Scriptures are brought 


before them. 

With respect to the Catechism, the 
evil here treated of has come to its 
Any person who be- 
gins to teach on the plan here recom- 
mended, will find it a severe trial of 
patience to make those ehildren who 
have long before learned to repeat 
these compendiums, now understand 
them. His success would be much 
greater with one who had never learn- 
ed it, than with another who can re- 
peat the whole. In the one case, the 
child has been so long habituated to 
repeat the words, without attaching 
any idea to them, that he finds himself 
unable to penetrate the soil which he 


| has trodden to hardness; while, in the 


other case, the teacher has but to cate- 
chise the child in the ordinary manner, 
and having explained the terms piece 
by piece, so soon as these are under- 
stood, the whole answer begins to ap- 
pear in itsconnexion. Having in this 
way previously got at the meaning of 
the answer, the child will learn it ina 
much shorter time, and retain it on 
the memory much more tenaciously 
than in the other case; with this addi- 
tional advantage, that the doctrines 
therein taught being once thoroughly 
understood and digested, become so 
interwoven with his thoughts, as to be 
ready at all times to come to the aid 
of the mind and heart when they are 
wanted. But this can never be the 
case where the doctrines contained in 
the questions or verses are not under- 
stood. 

To all who have considered the sub- 
ject, it must be evident, that the stand- 
ard Catechisms® are too hard for chil- 
dren to learn in the early stages of 
their religious instruction. They are 
too strong meat for the lambs of Christ’s 
flock; which by injudicious surfeiting, 
destroys their appetite for all know- 





* The Catechisms which contain the 
Summary of Doctrines held by any or- 
thodox church are here meant.—Ep. 
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elem and even unfits them for after- 
wards benefiting by the great truths 
which its pages contain. ‘hey ought, 
therefore, to be left to the latter stages 
of their education, when they will be 
more able to perceive their beauties, 
and appreciate their value. 
er should, therefore, adopt a course 
of training by means of some other 
catechism, choosing one which the 
children have not vet learned, and 
which will give sufficient scope to the 
teacher in asking extemporaneous 
questions; ;—his great object always 
being, to see that the children upon no 
account pass from a question till it be 
thoroughly understood. 

When a teacher is under the con- 
trol of others, or is tied down to a task- 
roll, or when, from some other cause, 
he finds that it would be imprudent to 
leave the series of exercises in which 
he is at present engaged, he ought 
weekly to return upon the tasks of 
the last, or even of the two or three 
former weeks, in order that the chil- 
dren may have an opportunity of tak- 
ing a more comprehensive view of the 
passage as a whole. They will by 
this means be able to give a much 
more distinct account of the circum- 
stances related, and of the doctrines or 
duties taught in them. If the cate- 
chism be part of the exercises, he 
ought to take care, that as far as pos- 
sible, the children become acquainted 
with the truths and doctrines of that 
book, as well as with the words which 
contain them. All these changes will 
be most difficult at first; but every 
successive step will clear the way, 
and make those which follow com- 
paratively easy. 

When a school is to commence 
anew, or when children come for in- 
struction for the first time, the teach- 
er’s duty will be both more pleasant 
and successful. 

We have thus endeavoured to lay 
open that evil in the religious instruc- 
tion of the young, the consequences of 
which have been so very detrimental, 
and in many cases even destructive, of 
vital religion in this country; and have 
also pointed out generally in what the 
remedy consists. The application of 
this remedy, as we have just shown, 
must be proceeded in according to 
circumstances; but that any, who are 
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by the foregoing investigation con- 
vinced of the evil, shall persevere in 
it, is what we cannot for a moment 
The reform may perhaps be 
gradual, but its commencement should 


y be immediate. 
The teach- | 


THE WEST. 


The increase of Sunday-schools in 
the Western states, has long been con- 


templated by the Board of Managers 
_ of the American Sunday-School Union, 


tention. 


as an object claiming their special at- 
Soon after the society was 
organized, an agent was employed in 


| the states of Missouri and Illinois, and 








The two former 
states organized a union, and estab- 
lished a depository at St. Louis, and 
in the latter, a state union was formed 


parts of Indiana. 


and three depositories were commenc- 
At a period not long subsequent, 
an agent was employed in the Ohio 
Western Reserve, and since that time 


ed. 


the board have constantly kept in 
view this important field, and some- 
thing has been done in all the west- 
ern states to institute Sabbath-schools; 
all, however, that has been done, is 
but very little, compared to the wants 
of this extensive territory. During 
the past year, it was resolved to make 
still greater efforts to have schools 


established, and numerous agencies 


_ have been employed for that purpose. 
_Ithas been found necessary to estab- 


lish anumber of depositories of books, 
and at least one on a large scale, not 
only sufficient to supply the sthools in 


its immediate neighbourhood, but to 


supply other depositories in those 
states, and with more facility, and in a 
shorter time than is required to send 
each separate order to the general de- 
pository at Philadelphia. The board 
have finally fixed on Cincinnati as the 
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place at which the larger depository 
is to be established. During the pe- 
riod of these movements, the friends 
of the cause at the West have not 
been inactive; they have done much, 
although much more remains for them 
to do. The friends of the cause at 
Cincinnati have instituted a ‘* board of 
agency” to co-operate with the Pa- 
rent Society, and made known their 
plans and wishes to the board. A spe- 
cial agent was appointed to visit the 
larger towns, to make inquiries into 
the state of Sunday-school instruction, 
and furnish the board with all necessa- 
ry information to enable them to act 
with intelligence and promptness on 
the subject. An account of this gen- 
tleman’s visit to Lexington, Ky. we 
shall copy from the ** Western Lumi- 
nary.” 

Ata general meeting of the friends 
of Sabbath-schools at the First Presby- 
terian Church in Lexington, on Mon- 
day evening the 17th November, pur- 
suant to previous notice, the Rev. Pre- 
sident Woods was called to the chair, 
and the Rev. O. S. Hinckley appoint- 
ed secretary. 

The meeting having been opened 
with prayer by the chairman—Mr. G. 
8. Wilson, Agent of the American 
Sunday-School Union, addressed the 
audience on behalf of that society. He 
set forth the importance of Sabbath- 
schools, considered as an instrument 
of advancing the general cause of edu- 
cation and religion, and as they are 
connected with the future interests of 
the American republic. He dwelt 

rticularly on the rising growth and 
influence of the west; on the interest 
with which it is viewed by Christians 
\ at the east; and adduced many inte- 
P resting facts, illustrative of the effects 
: of Sabbath-schools upen the rising ge- 
neration; in making them better men, 














A better members of the state, and bet- 
AA. ter fitted for the kingdom of heaven. 
ta It was an astonishing and affecting 
a fact, that in the western states, embrac- 
ing a population of more than Four 


; mILLIeNs, only about twenty thousand 

















children are receiving the benefits of 
Sabbath-school instruction—a number 
less than half as great, as were em- 
braced in a single suciety, in the centre 
of the state of New York. Mr. Wilson 
then stated to the meeting, a proposi- 
tion from the American Sunday-School 
Union, to establish at Cincinnati, in 
Ohio, a General Agency, for taking 
the superintendence and extending 
the influence of Sabba‘h-schools in the 
western country; and that the design 
of this meeting was to take an expres- 
sion of the puplic sentiment of Lex- 
ington in regard to the proposed ob- 
ject. 

Whereupon, on motion of the Rev. 
Dr. Blythe, seconded by the Rev. B. 
O. Peers, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That we view with deep 
interest the contemplated operations 
of the American Sunday-School Union, 
as exhibited by their Agent, for ex- 
tending the influence of Sunday-school 
instruction in the western country; 
that we regard the Sabbath-school as 
among the most favoured instruments 
of Divine Providence in advancing the 
cause of education and religion; and 
that we will use our best endeavours 
to carry forward the beneficent plans 
of the National Society. 

Several addresses were made by 
gentlemen present, and the meeting 
gave a unanimous and cordial ex- 
pression of the lively interest with 
which it hailed the proposal of the Pa- 
rent Society. 

The following resolution was also 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
mecting be returned to the Agent of 
the American Sunday-School Union, 
and to that Society, for the deep inte- 
rest they have taken in the promotion 
of Sabbath-schools in the west. 

After adjournment the chair was 
taken by the Rev. Dr. Blythe, Presi- 
dent of the Fayette County Sunday- 
School Union. Some business of the 
society was transacted, and the sum of 
$24 subscribed in aid of its depository, 


We shall now make a few very short 
extracts from Mr. Wilson’s report, 
which, on his return, he read to the 
board, at their meeting last month. 
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I spent three days at Cincinnati, and 
called upon the prince pal s'ipporters 
of Sunday-schools, and other 
gentlemen friendly to the insti tution, 
unfolding to them the plans of the 
American Union. Attended the S. S. 
Monthly Concert, and end avoured to 
nake an Lupression upon the 
mind, of the importance 
tematic plan of operations for advanc- 
ing the Sunday-school cause into the 
west. It gave me pleasure to find 
the proposals of the Parent Society 
received with the warmest approba- 
tion, and to meet with resolutions, on 
the part of the Christian public, of vi- 
gorous co-operation. 

Little credit, however, is due to 
your agent for producing these fa- 
vourable results. He found the pub- 
lic mind already prepared to receive 
any plan which the parent board might 
see fit, in its wisdom, to adopt. He 
found that, impatient of delay, the 
friends of Sunday-schools had even 
gone forward of your beneficence, and 
had actually organized board 
agency, which contemplated nothing 
less than the universal spread of Sun- 
day-schools over the western country. 

After spending three days at Cin- 
cinnati, | proceeded to Lexington, Ky. 
Here I made known the object of my 
agency to the principal citizens of the 
place—-visited their schools, and call- 
ed a general meeting, to ascertain 
the public sentiment upon the ques- 
tion of a western agency. This meet- 
ing was attended by two or three hun- 
dred people, comprising numbers of 
the first respectability and influence 
in society. I gave a development of 
the views and plans of the parent 
board, and endeavoured to present the 
subject of Sunday-schools in such a 


ul pon 


public 


of some SsyYs- 


a 


light as to command the patronage of 


the friends of learning, of liberty, and 
of religion. 

Several gentlemen addressed the 
meeting, and each of them expressed 
his confidence in the wisdom of your 
plans, and his firm conviction that 
Lexington would go forward with zeal 
and intrepidity, to execute your pur- 
poses. In conclusion, resolutions were 
adopted, by a unanimous voice, ex- 
pressing a warm approbation of your 
plans, and a greatful sense of your 
parental solicitude. 


of 








-_——_— 


The schools in Lexington are tole- 
rably well conducted. Only about 400 


children are gathered into them. 
None is taught in the Episcopal 
Church. The Baptist and Presbyte- 
rian schools act in concert. Few 
ac 


\ools exist in the vicinity hear | 
ton. The revivals of religion, whic 
have for a long time prevailed in this 
part of Kentucky, are still continued: 
3000 conversions are reported by the 
Synod (or Presbytery) of Kentucky 
alone for th € past year, besides those 
in other denominations—a large num- 
ber of whom are teachers and scho- 
lars in the Sunday-schools. 

About 1000 children are numbered 
in the schools in Cincinnati. In this 
place, as well asin Lexington, nothin 
is wanting to give the Sunday-schoo 
a commanding influence in society, 
but the aid of a judicious and expe- 
rienced agent to give a right direction 
to its energies. A conviction prevails 
to a great extent in this section of the 
country, that the Sunday-school is to 
be the chief instrument in the moral 
renovation of the west. It is an insti- 
tution which enlightened men of all 
descriptions are disposed to patronize, 


Mr. Wilson then proposed a plan, in 
detail, which we omit for the 
present, as it has not been fully acted 
We shall add a 
few of his concluding remarks. 


some 


upon by the board. 


That the Sunday-school cause can 
be advanced in the western country 
more efficiently through the interven- 
tion of a board of agency of the Na 
tional Society, than by the direct in- 
fluence of the parent board, can ad- 
mit of no reasonable doubt. Located 
at the distanee of near 800 miles from 
the centre of the western operations, 
the parent society, though it might 
employ agents and missionaries with- 
out mi imber, yet could not exercise 
that superintending care and protec- 
tion, so important to the growth and 
— rity of this institution. 

Equally clear is it to the mind of 
your agent, that a general union for 
the west, organized upon the prinei- 
ples of your large auxiliaries, would 
possess, comparatively, but limited in- 
fluence. The want of pecuniary capi- 
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tal, and of personal experience, in 


the management of such an institution, | 


would not only prevent its directors 
taking hold with vigour, but would 


impair the public confidence in their | 


operations. 


Respecting the union of the differ- | 


ent religious societies, | would remark, 
that the recent revivals of religion 
which have so eminently blessed this 
section of the country, have contribut- 
ed, in a high degree, to soften the as 


perities of different sects, and to unite | 


Christians together in the cause of 
their common Redeemer. 


Were your agent to indulge in the | 


flow of his feelings at this time, he 
would dwell upon the importance of 
this great undertaking, and upon the 
peculiar facilities which the Sunday- 
school affords for extending the in- 
fluence of education and religion in 
the western states. A population, in- 
creasing with unparalleled rapidity, 
and numbering at this moment more 
than three millions of people, yet, 
having less than 30,000 of its youth 
under the influence of Sunday-schools, 
and but a small number, compared 
with the eastern states, enjoying the 
benefits even of common education, 
are facts well calculated to rouse the 
energies of a philanthropic and Chris- 
tian people. 

Perhaps enough has been said to 
show the necessity of making a spe- 
cial effort for the western states; but 
we must call the reader’s attention to 
another article in this number, relat- 
ing to the same subject, and alsu to 
the fact that, to enable the American 
Sunday-School Union to prosecute 
the measures proposed, an immediate 
addition to their funds must be made. 
Will not the friends of Sabbath-schools 
in the Atlantic states, improve the 
present opportunity, to lay the foun- 
dation of religion and morals in the 
rising population of the west. We 
are aware that there are many devot- 
ed ministers and private Christians in 
that extensive region, who are doing 


| 
| 
what they can, and that statements | 











have been made public, respecting 
the moral desolation of the wes/, 
which facts did not justify: but that 
there is absolute need for our bene- 
volence to abound, and overflow till 
the work of teaching the children of 
the west to read and understand the 
oracles of God is commenced and ac- 
complished, no one will pretend to 
deny. A partin this work, so full of 
promise and hope to the best interests 
of our beloved country, and the en- 
largement of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, is offered to all. We, therefore, 
affectionately exhort every one to do 


in this charity, *‘ as God has prosper- 
ed them.” 





LOOK AT THIS. 

In a letter addressed to the editors of 
the New York Observer, dated Dec. 23, 
the chaplain of the state prison at 
Sing Sing, writes as follows:—‘*I have 
lately made pretty thorough inquiry 
among the convicts here, for the pur- 
pose of learning who, and how many, 
have ever enjoyed the advantages of 
a Sabbath-school. The result is, that 
out of more than five hundred convicts, 


| Not onE has been found who has ever 


been, for any considerable time, a regu- 
lar member of a Sabbath-school; and 
not more than two or three, who have 
ever attended such a school at all.” 
Reader! are you doing all you can 
to extend the influence of Sunday- 
schools’ If a teacher, or not, minister 
or layman, man or woman, parent or 
child, or whoever you are, read this 


| question in connexion with the above 


| mentioned statement, again, and again, 


and let your further efforts for Sabbath- 
schools be measured by the rule which 
conscience will dictate, and which your 
own judgment will decide. 
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We had the pleasure of attending 
the anniversary of the Sunday-School 
Union for the State of Maryland, held on 
Tuesday the 16th of last month, in the 
First Presbyterian Church, in the city 
of Baltimore. The house was filled with 
a large and respectable audience, and 
a warm interest was manifested in the 
objects of this enterprising Society. 
The President, Joseph Jewett, took 
the chair at 7 o’clock P. M. and the 


exercises commenced with appropri- | 


ate music, followed by the reading of 


the 34th Psalm, by the Rev. W. Nev- || 


ins, pastor of the church. The annu- 
al report was read by T’homas Spicer, 
the Recording Secretary. 
ing excited more than ordinary interest, 
from a general anxiety to know how 
far the 


pledge they gave on the first of April 


board have redeemed the 
1428, when they adopted the following 
resolution, viz.— 

“* Resolved, That the Sunday-School 
Union for the State of Maryland, un- 
dertake, in humble reliance of upon 
the aid of Almighty God, in the space 
of two years, to institute, or cause or 
procure to be instituted, in every 
town, village, congregation, society or 
section of the state of Maryland, where 
it is practicable, a Sabbath-school, or 
schools, for the purpose of instructing 
the rising generation to read the Scrip- 
tures.” 

The object of the Board, in their 
report, was to inform the society 


what had been done in compliance | 


with this resolution, and to advert to 
the condition of the society at the last 


anniversary. The report said— 


Destitute of funds, and deficient in 
zeal, it was apparently dwindling into 
insignificance; for, on the first of Janu- 


ary last, it only consisted of 15 schools, | 


The meet- | 


containing about 1800 scholars. But 
since that period a fresh zeal has been 
awakened among the friends of Sab- 
bath-schools;—a new era has dawned 
upon our hopes. That God who has 
declared that he is able to make all 
rrace abound towards us, that we may 
abound in every good work, “has put 
a new purpose into the hearts of his 
children,” to labour more actively and 
ardently than they have ever yet done. 
Nor have they been idle loiterers in 
the vinevard of the Lord. The rich 
and ample harvest they have reaped, 
attest the spirit with which they have 
engaged in the work; for at this time 
we number 120 auxiliary schools, and 
nearly 12,000 scholars, exhibiting an 
increase this year of 105 schools, and 
10,200 scholars. In addition to these, 
there are from 70 to 80 schools in the 
state, which are not in connexion with 
the society, making in all 200 schools, 
containing about 20,000 scholars. 


Soon after the resolution, ‘* which 
has not a parallel in America,” was 
passed, the Board received from their 
fellow citizens sufficient funds to com- 
mence the workin earnest, and— 


During the summer months, three 
agents have been employed, who have 
visited eleven counties, and establish- 
ed schools in every place where it was 
found practicable. But here the want of 
funds has compelled us to pause. Eight 
counties remain to be yet visited; to 
explore which, and supply with the 
necessary materials for the organiza- 
tion of new schools, demand means 
which are not to be foundin a treasury 
already exhausted. But we are by no 
means disheartened; the ardour of our 
zeal is in no wise abated. The work, 
we feel persuaded, will not be suffer- 
ed to stop when only half accomplish- 
ed. As funds alone are wanted, we 
have too sincere a confidence jn the 
Christian liberality and philanthropy of 
our citizens, to doubt their willingness 
to extend a helping hand to a cause so 
high, so holy, and so blessed, 


As to encouragement in future ef. 
forts, the report stated, that— 


The managers feel that they have 
much to encourage them in the further 
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prosecution of their labours. W hile |) 


thousands have been brought by the 
instrumentality of Sabbath-schools with- 
in the influence of the gospel, we re- 
joice, that to very many of those who 
receive instruction more immediately 
at our hands, it has proved “the Sa- 
viour of life untolife.” The reports from 
our schools, generally, are of the most 
gratifying and animating description. 
After the report, from which we 
shall give some further extracts, was 
read, a resolution to print and circulate 
it was offered by John H. B. Latrobe, 
Esq. and seconded by the Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the American Sunday- 
School U nion, who attended the meet- 


ing as a delegate from the Parent | 
Society. A vote of thanks to the aux- | 


iliary societies was also passed, having 
been moved by Mr. ’rtemas Bullard, 
secretary and general agent of the 
Massacliusetts Sabbath-School Union. 
These gentlemen addressed the meet- 
ing, and the exercises were closed 
with appropriate music, and prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Duncan.—We understood 
that a committee of the board the next 
day waited upon a few of the friends 
of the society in Baltimore, and receiv- 
ed very liberal Gonations toward en- 
abling the managers to prosecute the 
very important and spirited enterprise 
in which they are most cheerfully and 
We feel confi- 
dent there will be no want of funds to 
accomplish their object. 


successfully engaged. 


We will now fulfil our promise, and 
transcribe a few passage from the re- 
port. 

In one report we are told, that seve- 


ral of the elder children have profess- 
ed to experience a change of heart 


curing the year, and that it is cheering | 
to observe the amiable consistency of | 


their lives, furnishing convincing evi- 
dence that they have indeed “ passed 
from death unto life.” From another 
we learn that many of the scholars 





| 








have been seen to approach the altar 
of divine mercy, with flowing tears and 
palpitating hearts, and in the language 
of genuine and humble penitence, have 
besought the pardon of their sins. Six 
of them profess to have been brought 
from the darkness of nature tothe light 
of the gospel. A third reports four 
boys and one girl to have recently be- 
come partakers of divine grace, and 
several others to be seriously impress- 
ed with religious truth. 


There are other facts in the report 
of the remarkable success of particu- 
lar schools, but the substance of them 
have already appeared in our journal, 
and we shall call the reader’s attention 
to the close of the report. 


In this age of moral light, the sub- 
lime truth is proudly acknowledged, 
that genuine devotion takes the deep- 
est root in the most refined and disceri- 
minating minds, and flourishes most in 
the soil that has been cultivated by a 
liberal and enlightened education. So 
far from being the handmaid of virtue, 
ignorance is, confessedly, the frightful 
parent of every crime, and wretched- 
ness of every description, It is when 
mental gloom enshrouds the soul that 
the hideous form of vice is seen to steal 
from its dark and dismal coverts in the 
heart, to prey upon the peace and hap- 
piness of society. Surely, to adopt the 
opinion of one of the most eminent 
and enlightened jurists of the present 


age, “it is better to force education 


upon the people, than force them to 
labour as a punishment for crimes 
which the degradation of ignorance 
has induced them to commit.” Let us 
begin aright, and lay the axe at the 
very root, by an early instruction of 
the rising generation in what is incis- 
pensable to their respectability and use- 
fulness in after life—the precepts of 
pure morality, and the principles of 
true religion. Our system aims at ele- 
vating the intellect,—but it also aims 
at more: its leading object is, fo mend 
the heart. ‘The professed design of 
Sunday-school tuition is, to instill into 
the tender and susceptible mind of 
youth of all classes the knowledge, and 
fear, and love of God; a knowledge 
which shall not only prepare the sub- 
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ject for acting his part with honour 


and dignity here, but qualify him also 
for a higher stage of action hereafter. 
Let the minds of the youth of our 
country become thus enlightened, and 
their hearts thus purified, betimes, and 
there is little danger of their ever be- 
coming infidels or sceptics. Christiani- 
ty shrinks from no ordeal, however 
severe, by which its evidences of divi- 
nity may be tested: it stands in too 
high and firm an attitude to need thie 
shelter of a disguise. Our holy religion 
has nothing to fear from the most rigid 
scrutiny and examination; it rather 
courts inquiry and investigation. Train 
our youth, then, to habits of close and 
rational thinking; interest them in the 
reading and study of the Bible; and 
they will soon be ‘brought to feel, that 
as the sacred and undoubted word of 
God, it is entitled to their highest re- 
verence, and demands their most sub- 
missive obedience. 

Speaking so persuasive a language, 
as Sabbath-schools do, to every reflect- 
ing and virtuous mind; addressing them- 
selves, as they powerfully do, to the 
finest and warmest sensibilities of the 
Christian,—with Aim we leave the sub- 


ject. He will not,—he cannot with- 


hold his patronage and prayers from a 
cause which so evidently bears the 
great signet of Jehovah on its face, and 
is stamped with such convincing proofs 
that it is the cause of his God. But 
we have a word in conclusion, for the 
calculating statesman, and the sober 
politician; and we would earnestly in- 
vite their most serious attention to a 
system of education which: is already 
working, like a great moral lever, from 
Florida. to Michigan, and from ocean 
to ocean. 

Wisdom and virtue, it will not be 
denied, are all-important to the per- 
manency of our felicity as a people. 
The decree of Providence can never 
be reversed, that the happiness of na- 
tions, as of individuals, shall be inse- 
parably connected with their virtues. 
These are the palladium of our politic: al 
safety and prosperity; these form the 
main pillar in the edifice of ourreal inde- 
pendence: to these must we look for 
the preservation of that very liberty, 
the love of which is so closely inter- 
woven with every fibre of our ‘hearts. 
It will ever be the favourite object of 








our patriots, to secure our tranquillity 
at home, our peace abroad, and to pre- 
serve pure and unim ps aired, the civil 
liberties and blessings we enjoy. And 
what, we would ask. is so likely to 
accomplish it, as implanting early in 
the hearts of those to whom must soon 
be committed, and on whom must de- 
pend, the future safety, character, and 
glory of our nation, those principles 
which alone can make them good ci- 
tizens’ What safeguard so strong to 
rely upon, as a community of moral, 
intelligent, and virtuous people? And 
does that system deserve no regard or 
support from our rulers, which rescues 
those to whom the destinies of the 
church and the state are to be entrust- 
ed, from the gloom of ignorance, and 
its dark train of crimes, to convert 
them into blessings to the world? Is 
that an insignificant engine which is 
laying obligations on generations yet 
unborn, whi ich is eve ry year advancing 
towards perfec'ion, and shall vet as- 
tonish mankind with its results? Ra- 
the Tf, does it not mode stly, but lourc lly, 

demand the notice of bage thought. i 
and sagac ious statesme 1, WwW hose policy 
reaches to the distant Ate ta Thanks 
to our enlightened patriots, they are 
not unmindful of its claims at their 
hands. Among its zealous friends we 
are proud to rank the venerable Chief 
Justice Marhall, than whom the bench 
has not a more accomplished and dis- 
tinguished ornament in this, or any 
other country. “Lf cannot be more 
perfectly convinced than I am,” says 
he, “that virtue and intelligence are 
the basis of our independence, and the 
conservative principles of national and 
individual happiness; nor can any per- 
son believe more firmly that Sunday- 
school institutions are devoted to the 
protection of both.” This is flattering 
testimony indeed; but it is not all. We 
can call up one whose venerable and 
beloved name is embalmed in the 
hearts of his countrymen, and whose 
immortal memory is hallowed in the 
depth of a nation’s gratitute. Yes; we 
would solemnly beseech you to listen 
to the voice which proceeds from the 
tomb of Mount Vernon. When about 
to lay aside the honours and toils of 
office for the peaceful shades of do- 
mestic retirement, in that last legacy 
he bequeathed us, so richly fraught 


REECE AO MeO MBM a ge ce pgm, 
ms é icin tel n md a ¥ — 


“i ‘atari Pee ign. iui ty 
tn rie so 


es 


4 pes, toe AR Tae 


aes 


BRE ee 


> i 
. 





16 The Work of Four Thousand Years. 


January, 








with the invaluable counsels of his wis- | 


dom and experience, with all the ten- 
der solicitude of anaffectionate parent, 
the great father 
expressed himsclf:—* Of all the dis- 

ositions and habits which lead to po- 
btical prosperty, religion and morality 
are indispe nsable supports. In vain 


would that man claim the tribute of 


patriotism, who should labour to sub- 
vert these great pillars of human hap- 
piness, these firmest props of the du- 
ties of men and citizens. The mere 
politician, equally with the pious man, 
ought to respect and to cherish them. 
Promote, then, as an object of primary 


importance, institutions for the gene- | 
In pro- | 
structure of a govern- | 


ral diffusion of knowledge. 
portion as the 
ment give s force to public opinion, it 
should be enlightened.” 

Fortified by such high and com- 
manding authority as this, we earnestly 
appeal to you, as to Americans—to 
freemen—to men bearing a name 
which — the just pride of your 
patriotism, in beh: alf of the Sunday- 
schools of our land. Foster these lit- 
tle nurseries of knowledge and re- 
ligion, which send their refreshing rills 
of piety through so many thousand dif- 
ferent channels, causing the waste and 
desert places to bloom in moral ver- 
dure and luxuriance. Promote these 
blessed institutions, to whom our fa- 
voured and beloved country ts indebt- 
ed for a large amount of the happiness 
she already enjoys, and which are ac- 
tively employ ed, from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath, in rearing the future ornaments 
for her pulpits, her courts, and her 
halls of legislation. As men, who have 
hearts to pity, and hands to relieve, 
the load of human misery and wo:— 
as patriots, who would present to 
mankind the magnanimous spectacle 
of a free, enlightened, and powerful 
nation, in the midst of its prosperity 
guided by the exalted precepts of vir- 
tue and religion:—as christians, whose 
hearts instinctively respond to the 
chord which vibrates on elernity,— 
we once more appeal to you, and ask, 
shall they flourish by your smiles, or 

wither by your neglect? With God, 
and your own consciences, we leave 
the question, in the prayerful hope 
that the answer may be such as shall 
acquit us all in that great and terrible 


of his country thus | 











day, when shall finally be awarded the 
righteous retributions of eternity. 


Before we close this article, we 
would present a statement made by 
the second speaker:—he remarked, 
that the population of Maryland eight 
years ago was 407,550; at that time 
there were 26,348 white male children, 
25,696 white female children, 7,948 
free coloured children, and 21,479 
children of slaves, making a total of 
81,467 persons between the ages of 
Sand 15 years. If we deduct from 
this number the children of slaves, 
(though he believed there was no law 
against their being taught,) and add a 
moderate allowance for the increase 
at least 
65,000 in the bounds of this union, be- 
tween the ages of 5 and 15 years, who 
claim to be admitted into the Sunday- 


schools. But the work will not end here. 


of eight years, we then have 


Modern improvements in Sunday- 
schools have sought the lisping infant, 
and the middle aged, and the young, 
and the hoary headed, and now instead 
of counting upon a fifth part of our 
population, as the peculiar and chosen 
objects of your christian instruction, 
we must ask you to confer this boon 
upon one half of your inhabitants. 
We must add a single observation— 
this society has taken hold of the busi- 
ness not only in good earnest, but at the 
is to 
bring all the children into the Sabbath- 


school; and this one, noble enterprise, 


right end—their first object 


we hope they will be favoured to ac- 
complish. We wish them God speed. 


THE WORK OF FOUR THOUSAND YEARS. 

According to an estimate in the 
Christian Mirror, there are in the world 
one hundred millions, who may be re- 
garded as proper subjects for instruc- 
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ton 
hut little 


part have ever received it 


ratio of increase since thre r t estal 


lishment, as the basis of calculatior 
will be 

dren of 

under their influence; 

those of Catholics; 

all the heathen 


can par! 


VERMONT UNION. 
Charles Walker, Corres- 


Secretary of the Ve rmont 


‘he Rev. 
ponding 


S. Union, announces the appointment 


of the Rev. John J. Shipherd, Gener- 


al Agent of that Society. 


Mr. Sh pherd will devote his whole 
time to the object of promoting thi 
interests of Sabbath-schools in this 
state. For this purpose he will, as 
practicable, visit the several 
counties, with the design of forming 
County Unions, and of putt goin 
operation a system of organization und 
management which may extend its in 
fluence over the state, and be thi 
means, itis hoped, of greatly in creas. 
ing the number, efficiency and useful- 
ness of our Sabbath-schools. 

The Agent will also make ita k 
ing’ object, for a few months to come, 
as ie visits different parts of the state, 
to collect funds for the establishment 
of a general depository for the sale of 
Sabbath-school books; from which 
subordinate depositories in every coun- 
ty may be supplied. 

As the Agent will, in his intercourse 
with individuals and communications 
to the public, give the details of the 
plan of operation that has been agreed 
on, it is deemed unnecessary here to 
present more than its general features, 
and to say that he goes forth with the 
approbation and confidence of the 
managers, attended by their prayers 
that his agency may be successful, 
and be the means of bringing down a 
thousand blessings on the rising gen 
ration. 


Vor. VIL.—3 


SOON as 


Union. ; 


our last volume, we 


f the annis ersary of 


an extract from Mr. 


e have since recelv- 


il report, and are 


Fr Ao0F 
ncrease of VI<i 


~and 31 aunilia- 
hole number of 
th the Union is 
rs, and 11,388 


hools there has 
th year, spec ial 
t of re hig rion; and 
influence of the 
* both of teach- 

been renewed 
minds and brought 
ist. There eports 
enumerate 139 
‘thers, who have, 
become the 
hopet..l subjects of renewing grace. 
The preaccr * these have united 
with the visible church of Christ. 
These ** fir ruits’? of our benevo- 
le nt effort nave been pat he red, af- 
fording a precious pledge that if the 
hel i ot tual labour is well cul- 
tivated, it will ere long yield an abun- 
cant 


aur 1} past ar. 


many other facts of gener- 


led in this report. 


have seen the 
stian minister and 
iblishment of re- 
a town before 
«1 means of grace, 
out of the influ- 


In one instance we 
ettlemet 
the perm: 


ligious ordinances, in 


, 


destitute of the stat 
growing principally 
ence of Sabbath-school, which an 
agent, under the direction of the 
managers, established in that place. 
And further, we have seen instances 
of serious awakening and hopeful con- 
youth and chil- 
ools, and revivals 
commencing in them, ex- 

gh the surrounding com- 


vers nm, among the 
dren of aginst 2: 
of rel gion, | 
tended thro 
munity. 


The following paragraph shows 


what is yet to be done, and if what is 
here said be true of Vermont, is it not 


also true ot other states—is there not a 
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similar work to be done in the bounds 


of « very unio! 


IOUT) 

These unutterably 
growing out of our ente 
already seen; and by these results we 
are encouraged in the belief t lat, if we 
vigorou sly + ata our object, we shall 
witness still greater things than these 
There are other towns where 
schools never have been instituted— 
other places where they exist in a 
languishing state, and need the influ- 
ence and agency of the Society to 
quicken them into life and usefulness 
—other communities destitute of the 
ministry of the gospel, wherea Sabbath- 
school might, with the Divine blessing, 
lay the foundation for permanent re- 
ligious institutions—and other souls, 
by thousands, who need those con- 
verting influences of the Spirit of God, 
which, in some places, have 


rich blessings, 


rprise, we have 


Sabbath- 


been shed 


forth through the instrumentality of 
Sabbath-schools. 
We have now entered on a new 


year, and shall we not spend all of it, 
or so much as may be allotted to us, in 
efforts 

= lay 


and plead for the 


prayerful, vigorous and manly 
to supply the “agency,” and 
the foundation,” 


converting influences” here spoken 


of, with reference to the particular 
unions or districts to which we seve- 

... > cot 
rally belong’ 

The report says: 

Almost all the schools are supplied 
with /iArartes. These we believe 
are fundamental in the best system of 
Sabbath-school instruction. Sabbath- 
schools in Vermont are found to 
flourish well in winter; and the ex- 
perience of one winter m many schools 
shows that it 1s the dest season for 
their object 


Of the concert it Is re 


With hich satisfaction we men- 
tion that the Sabbath-school concert is 
observed in several of our auxiliaries, 
where the teachers and others assem- 
ble on the second Monday evening of 
every mont to unitedly the 


marked :— 


seek 


blessing of God on their interesting 
labours. This concert of prayer is ex- 


1 Few Facts. 


ject, and there is 


Jiw 


wor 
4° 


tensively observed in many sections of 
our country, and is found to be e3 
ingly | 


useful in exciting the att 


1 


of parents to the spiritual welfs 
their children—in quickening and 
couraging teachers to pursue th 
bors—and in securing the blessing 


Hieaven on the scholars. 


Nia 





A FEW FACTS. 

We have selected a few facts from 
the Appendix to the Report 
mont Union, which we are anxious 


should have 


follow. 


a wide circulation. 7 


Brad ord.—Four of our fey 
scholars, about 16 vears of age, a 
dulging the lope that they have 
cently been born of the Spirit, a 
now following on to know the Loi 

Danville.—Seventy dollars 
been expended t 

of the hi 
Our congregation has increased in p! 
poriion to the Sabt co school, and 
Sa bbath- school has increased ver} 
in proportion to the efforts, and t 
crease the library, and to the 
of parents in the church.—Six tea 
ers have united with the church th: 
last year, and two of the scholars 

Topsham.—Our school was pretty 
well kept up during the winter; 
in the spring, owing to circumstances 
over which we had no control, it dwin 
dled almost to nothing. Lately, how- 
ever, we have commenced a lib: 
the children are much abana with 
the books; a new impulse seems to be 
given to the public feeling on the sub 
a fuir prospect of our 
school continuing to increase. 

Hardwick.—A library, commen 
last year, and now numbering 2 
volumes, has added much to the in 
terest, and we hope, usefulness of the 
school. 

Waterbury.—Late last fall, 
were made to form a union and collect 
a school. We commenced a school at 
the meeting-house on the first Sabbath 
in January. A Sabbath-school in the 
winter being almost an unheard-of 
thing among us, we expected but a 
few “echolans. We commenced with 
about 30, but they soon increased 
60. This number, with a little varia- 


raised and 


year for the increase 


efforts 


to 
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tion, continued through the winter. 
As the spring opened, some of the 
male members of the school found it 
difficult to get their lessons, and left 
the school. During the suinmer, the 
number who have attended at the 
meeting house is about 50. [.2 good 
argument for winter schools. | 

Chelsea. —No question but the in- 
fluence of our Sabbath-school is salu- 
tary, and not inconsiderable either 
with parents or children. The hbra- 
I'v, I think, 1s the life-blood of the 
school. Nine scholars and one teach- 
er have obtained a hope in Christ, and 
most of them made a profession of re- 
ligion. We also rejoice in the evi- 
dent reformation and rapid improve- 
ment of many others; and in the in- 
creasing interest for the school, both 
in parents and children. 


Western Board i Agenc! ey- : 19 
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the Word of God. For some time it 
was doubted whether we should be 
able to succeed in securing their atten- 
dance. But by urging the importance 
of the object trom time to time, three 
or four of the youth united with the 
school, and soon a large number of 
others.--The very first Sabbath after 


i the youth generally came in, it was 


Hartford.—Within the year, two 


teachers and three scholars have pro- 
fessed religion. A deeply increasing 
interest is manifested by parents, 
teachers and scholars, in this humble 
yet mighty enterprise of training sol- 
diers for the Cross. 
Ludlow.-—Perhaps the most inte- 
resting feature of our school is, that a 
circle of something more than twenty 
young ladies, numbers of whom are 
members of the church and also of the 
Bible classes, have formed themselves 
into a class for receiving instruction 
in the Sabbath-school--thus counte- 
nancing the school, and securing for 


themselves the precious influence of | 


its instructions. 

Townsend.—Since March, 1827, as 
many as ten who are now teachers in 
our Sabbath-schools, have become 
hopefully pious, and rising 30 scholars 
now attend who have since that period 
made a profession of religion. 

New-Haven.—We can add our tes- 
timony to the truth that winder is the 
most favourable time for Sabbath- 
schools.—-During the past winter we 
had probably twenty young men in our 
schools, who find no leisure to get 
their lessons in summer, and whom 
we do not now count as members of 
our school; and we have never had 
more flourishing schools than in winter. 

Williston.—Last winter, many of | 
our youth, from fifteen to twenty-five 
years of age, of both sexes, united 
with us to receive instruction from 


\ 
i 
| 


| terest, 


manifest that the 
with us. 


Spirit of God was 
We regard the school as one 
of the instruments under God of pro- 
moting the late revival of religion in 
this place. About twenty of our 
scholars have become hopefully pious, 
and sixteen of these have united with 
Christ’s visible church. 

St. vilhans.--There are probably 
double, if not treble the number of 
scholars now under Sabbath-school in- 
struction in this place, than has been 
heretofore; and we think the estab- 
lishment of libraries has been, in a 
great measure, the cause of the in- 
crease.—-We have regularly attended 
the Sabbath-school concert, and it has 
been a season of deep and solemn in- 
and we hope the prayer of 
faith has been offered which will pre- 
vail. 

Enosburgh.--The atte mpt to sus- 
tain a school during the cold season 
has succeeded beyond expectation. 
The last winter was a time of some 
special religious excitement on the 
minds of our youth. Fifteen hate 
united with the church, all of whom 
were members of the Sabbath-school, 


and some of whom are now valuable 
teachers. : 


WESTERN BOARD OF AGENCY. 


In another part of this number, we 
have given some account of the move- 
ments in relation to Sunday-schools in 
the west. We now fulfil our promise 
to add something more on the subject. 

On the 13th October, 1828, a meet- 
ing of the Cincinnati Sunday-School 
Union was held, for the purpose of 
adopting measures to promote the 
Sunday-school cause, and they finally 

nominated a ‘* board of agency” on 
the 23d of that month, consisting ‘of 
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two gentlemen of each of the follow- ought Christians to look towards this 





‘ . > , 
. a rreat moral wilderness 
ine denominations, viz. Pre sbvt rian, >! nora . ; 
, 1 Ep} l “4 unnecessary for us here to ie 

‘thocdist aptist, and .piscory bal r 
Methodist, Baptist, an pains: into detail,—vour own annual repor‘s, 
1" . : — re) “~ . , 
Phe board of agency met on the </th, and those of the Kindred « vangelical 









, ll ineticutions ahound in awful facts on 
and proceeded to the consideration of | Msttutions, abound in awtul fa Ol 


+ this subject: and searcely a religiou 
the subject committed to them, ; 
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JO irnal "¢ aches us from the east, that 


> 
will appear from the following extract does not proc laim the crying spiritual 
from their minutes. wants of the west. How much rest: 





; with good men on your side of th 
“Ata meeting of the Board of Ageney fu . . 














; 7 mounialns, whether th p ‘ople of this 
the promotion of the Sunday-school canse im ball } : ” «a . 
the west, held on Monday the 27th of October, hae Me Tisuats to do misc hicf on 5vY 
1823, in the Second Presbyteman Chureh; the to our beloved country. Siuo thy . 
Rev. B. P. Aydelott was called to the Chair, very shortly, they must be cither a 
and Dr. James Warren was uppoumted secre. blessing or a scourge to it! 
tary. We know you are aware of thes 
tine —_ 44 w the ol = 
Meeting opened with prayer by the chair things, and we trust you feel them;— 
mah. 


but what, C hristi an brethren, has you 


After a free interchange of thoughts on the 
’ Re ° Ka done for us? May we not, in view of 


nature and design of this institution, and there 









. { uy Oo ie : arc { nae 

appearing a he arty ifitercst mh its we lfure, it th . ure ney f tt SC CaN a : _ n a 
ont scribable importance, sav, without in 
Unanimously Resolved, That the Rev. B. justice, that S¢ areely any thing has As 
P. Aydelott, Mr. Ephraim Robbins, and Dr. vet been even att inpted? We have 


James Warren, be a committee to communicate CONnVErsée a much with citterent mem 


bers of your board on this subject 
they saw its magnitude, thay lamented 





to the Amenmcan Sunday-School Union, the or- 





ganization of this board—tts views and tee ( 


~P. AYDELOT I, Chairman. 








that so little had been done, and they 

Y JAMES WARKEN, Secretary. , _— ' , 
} have uniformly told us that the great 
{ The following is the address of the | obstacles in the wav of extending the 
f . } r i our } st | itic er t hye 

board of agency to the managers of blessings of your institution over th 






P ; western states, were the want of 
the American Sundav-School Union. 


Brethren—The undersigned, xp- 
pointed a committee for the purpose 
mentioned in the foregoing extract 
from the minutes of the board of agen- 


commanding point of operation, and a 
7 . at . 
local instrumentally. brethret t Is 






just to remove these obstacles; we now 


present ourse|y es before you. 




















Cincinnati possesses peculiar advan 
cy, &c. respectfully solicit your atten- tages as a great central point, from 
tion to the snares tage mumecation, which an imfluence may be made 

"That portion of the United States in to emanate, that shall tell upon the 
4 which it has seared Divine Provi- whole western counts in th rich 
3: dence to cast our lot, is of great cxX- byl ssings of Sunday school instruction 
j tent, and increasing in population be- | These advantages are clear and pro 
yond example in the history of the mimnent—thev are such as must for 
world. In avery few years more, the themselves upon the most superficial 
government of this republic must i observer. It is, indeed, ‘*a cit) 
in the hands ot the pe ople f the west, Ona hill, which cannot be hid.” It al 
\ And if intelligence, and religious prin- | ready numbers twenty thousand in 
ciple be the only basis of our national | habitants, and its population is rapidly 
security, what Christian, what friend | augmenting by emigrants from the At 
of his country, can contemplate thes¢ lantic states, and all parts of the world 
things without deep concern? We | Cincinnati occupies about th m 
have heard it stated, that in the New | dle position of a region of coun 
England States, the inhabitants were trv, extending from Missouri on th 
incre asing be vor vithe means of grace, one side, to the western boundary 
and this fact has been dwelt upon by of” Pennsvivania on the other; and 


reflecting men with painful apprehen- from the Lakes on the north, to th 
sion; but if it be so in that garde n ot southern limit of Tennessee. Wirth 
the Lord, with what fearful anxie ty i nearly the whole of this itrune nse 
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country it has an easy and direct in- 
tercourse, and its fac ilities of commu- 
nication are constantly increasing. 
But the means which make this city 
so accessible to the wide-spread popu- 
lation of the west,—these very means 
lay open tothe people of Cincinnati 
the whole mass of 
Men of mercantile 


suits are 


this population. 
or professional pur- 
aware of these advantages. 
Hence, when they design to settle in 
the west, whethem Cincinnati be the 
place of thei i" ga or not, vet, they 
most commonly deem it prudent to di- 
rect their steps hither first, that from 
this watch tower of the west, they may 
look over the whole land in the length 
and the breadth thereof. Surely the re 
isa lesson for Christians in the conduct 
of the men of earthly enterprise. _ It 
most clearly teaches us this important 
truth, that here the intelligent observ- 
er possesses means of becoming ac- 
quainted with the actual state of the 
west, which no other place presents 

Ought not then these great advan- 
tages of Cincinnati as a commercial 
emporium, closely connected with the 
cities of the Atlantic states, and the 
whole valley of the Ohio and the Mis- 
sissippl, to be seized upon by the 
Christian phil: inthrop.st, as the chan- 
nel of conveying the blessings of hight 
and salvation through those extended 
regions’ . 

Were the American Sunday-School 
Union to send a general agent to this 
place, a man thoroughly conversant 
with the Sunday-school cause, and with 
a spirit thoroughly devoied to that 
cause, (a measure we would 
mend to the immediate 
your board,) what a field would open 
before such an individual, and what 
facilities would he have for operating 
upon every part of it! Here, informa- 
tion would be constantly flowing in 
upon him from every district and vil- 
lage of the west;—he could thus learn 
where the most favourable points to- 
wards which to direct his steps. From 
this city, as the centre of Sunday-school 
operations, he could best go out and 
in to excite a Sunday-school spirit, and 


recom 


to animate and direct the exertions of 


others. And from him and a board 
of agency here located, could the 
friends of this cause, scattered over the 
west, get, through numerous chan- 


attention of 
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Western Board of Agency. ai 


ns eo a 


nels, the intelligence they so much 
Want: and with = cor nperstive ease 
could their schools and de positories sbe 


] 

supplied with the requisite books, and 
with the different publications bearmg 
upon Su interests. With 
such views, Christian brethren, we 
ntly believe, that 

now proposing to 
rit era in the mo- 
ral hist Ty of the west. 
The trends of the 


cause in tills « 


ay -school 
cannot but confide 
\ - : 
te measures we are 
you, Will Mark a D 


Sunday-school 
tv have been awakened 
pec thar advantages, and to 
that a solemn responsibility rests 
And not doubting but that 
ition stands ready with all its 
and weight of influence to 
encourage them, they have adopted a 
plan, simple and comprehensive in its 
character, and calculated, as they 
trust, to be eflicient under our 
present circumstances. 
agency now constituted, presents to 
the Parent Socicty a ocal instrumenta- 
lity so necessary to effectuate its bene- 
volent objects. It is western, and, 
therefore, holds out attraction to west- 
ern which no body on the 
eastern side of the mountains could 
posses 3s: and \ et it is de ‘signe “cd toact in 
closest concert with the National insti- 
tu tion. 

Our bo: ard of agency, it will be per- 
ceived, have the power to increase the 
number of their members, and that in 
sucha W LV, AS Th ist for ever preclude 
the predon inance of sectaman influ- 
ic board conceive to 
ely essential for the accom- 
plishment ofthe object of their appoint- 
ment—to te the Sunday-school 
cause in the western country. For, 
rer gue er an individual of enhghtened 
and a : piety may be found im Ohio, 
citer! ky, Indiana, Illnois, Missouri, 
Michigan, &c. it 3s designed, when ne- 
cessarv, to add him to our number, 
and, in this w ay, most deeply engage 

From friends thus 


to see the 
ti el 
upon them. 
your mstity 
experienc 


most 


pncopikk 
i? pl 


ence. This pow r tl 


be absolut 


prom 


him in the 
gained in every important point in the 
west, we can acquire that information 
which will best enable us to counsel 
you, and to act ourselves for the be- 
nefit of the respective districts in 
which they live. Their advice and 
co-operat tion will secure public conf- 
dence and success to the agents that 
| may be sent among them, and to any 


Cause. 


The board of 
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measures which may thus be adopted — 
and especially will a way thus be open- 
ed for the extensive and safe establish- 
ment of di 

With any institutions now existing 
in the west for Sunday-school pur- 
poses, it 1s not designed to interfere 
But we believe, that the most of such 
institutions will quickly perceive, and 
avail themselves of the advantages we 
shall present to them, in consequence 
of our and constant intercourse 
with you, and the establishment of a 
general agent and a large depository 
in this city. 

Brethren, the plan now laid before 
you we have long and seriously reflect- 
upon. Doubtless, in common with all 
other human institutions, it has its im- 
perfections; but we feel confident, that, 
in the present situation of these states, 
nothing better adapted to accomplish 
the great object we have at heart, 
could be effected. If it succeed, we 
trust that we shall be able, ina very 
short time, not only to sustain our- 
selves, but to add dargely to the means 
of the Parent board, by the continual- 
ly increasing demand which we may 
be instrumental in creating for 
publications. Should it fail, we des- 
pair of seeing any thing done, for many 
years to come, so well ¢ alculated to 
diffuse the rich blessings of Sunday- 
school instruction through the wide 
regions of the west. 

That our God and Saviour would 
grant unto us all ** the spint of love, 
and of a sound mind,’’ to guide us in 
all our deliberations and doings, is the 
earnest praver of your brethren and 
fellow servants in the gospel. 

B. P. AYDELorrt, 
E.pum. Ropins, 


pe ysitorie 8. 


Casyv 


your 


celia 
James WARREN, § 


SANDWICH ISLANDS, 
rhe following is a letter from Dr. Judd, of the 
Sandwich Islands, addressed to the Utica 


Sunday-school, and is published in the West- 
ern S. S. Visitant. 


Sandwich Islands, Lahaina, 
June 1, 1828. 

Dear Children,—When I visited your 
school the last time, I promised to write 
you a letter after I had arrived at these 
Islands. 1 sit down at this time to ful- 
fil my promise: and as | have just re- 











finished. 


turned from the Sabbath-school in this 
place, I will tell you something about 
it. It consists of a thousand persons, 
from the age of ten or twelve up to 
the oldest class of people. These hea- 
then are children in knowledge, al- 
though they are men in years. They 
meet in the church directly 
ing worship. The 
called, is a 


afte r ini rh- 

church, as it is 
building, made with 
posts set in the ground and a kind of 
roof on the top of them; the sides are 
all open like There is no 
floor, but the ground is covered with 
gravel stones. They all sat on the 
ground, and alt hough there was so 
many of them, there was not the least 
noise to be heard. ‘The superinten- 
dent arose and made some remarks; 
but as neither he nor anv of the teach. 
ers and scholars understand English, 
he spcke in the native language. | 
could not understand all he said. He 
spoke, however, of “the Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sin of the world.” 
He urged them to flee to Christ and 
be saved without delay. Before he 
closed, he entreated them all to obey 
the good word of God, and attend to 
the new way of salvation which the mis- 
sionaries had kindly taught them. 
addre ‘SS Was Ve ry solemn, and the pe O- 
ple listened with the greatest attention 
to all that he said: some appeared to 
be much affected. After the 
tendent had done speaking, he 
one of the hymns out of the little hymn 
book printed by Mr. Loomis. Then 
they sung it to the tune of Dismission. 
I think many of them knew the hymn 
by heart, as they did not appear to 
have many books. After singing, which 
was quite as good as we could e fC 
the superintendent gave the 


large 


a shed. 


This 


superin 


read 


enal, 
and all these scholars moved ites rows; 
each teacher stood up before his class 
and heard their lesson. These poor 
heathen have no Bible: the missionaries 
have begun to print it for them; but 
it will be a great while before it is 
They have printed the ten 
commandments, Christ’s sermon on the 
mount, the story of Joseph, and a few 
chapters in Luke. I think there were 
a great number of persons in the house 
who could repeat them all, except the 
story of Joseph, which has been print- 
ed only a few weeks. They get their 
lessons very perfectly, and take a de 
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light in them which I have seldom 
seen in any school in America. Nalu- 
enaena the princess was there. She 


is hei to half the kingdom of the 
Sandwich Islands, and is sO very ho- 
nourable that she always has a large 
number of women to attend her and 
wait on her wherever she goes, and a 
company of men with guns to guard 
her day and night. Although she 1s 
but fourteen years old, and has once 
been a scholar in this Sunday-school, 
yet, by a close application to study, 
she has outstripped all the rest, and ts 
now ateacher. She is hopefully pious, 
and has joined the church. It is inte- 
resting to see this girl, who. has so 
much wealth and power, with her book 
in her hand, teaching those persons 
who formerly never dared come into 
her presence except on their hands 
and knees! This is owing to the pow- 


er of the gospel; to the influence of 


those truths which you learn from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath in Utica. They spent 
a considerable time at the recitation. 
Some recited in one of the parts of the 
Bible, some in the catechism, and 
others repeated hymns. When they 
had finished, the superintendent arose 
and made a signa]: the house was still 
ina moment. Then an old blind man, 
whose name is called Bartimeus in the 
Missionary Herald, arose and made an 
address. O, children, I wish you could 
all have been there to hear this old 
man. Though you could not under- 
stand a word he said, yet, he was so 
earnest, and spoke with so much feel- 
ing, and the people listened so atten- 
tively, that you could hardly keep 
from weeping: I am sure I could not. 
After he had spoken, the superinten- 
dent said that he wished them all to 
attend to the words of Bartimeus; for 
they were very good: then he read an- 
other hymn, which was sung to the 
tune Tumworth, after which they all 
joined in prayer and then retired. I 
have not time to write more at present. 
Let the example of these poor heathen 
affect you deeply, and may God grant 
that you may meet them and us in hea- 
ven. Yours, &c. 





SEAMEN. 
At the meeting of Delegates at our 
last anniversary, they passed two reso- 


' 


| 
] 
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lutions relative to the establishment of 
Sun lay schools for the benefit of sea- 
men and their children. These reso- 
lutions are referred to a committee of 
the Board, to report on the subject. 
We hope they will be able to present 
some plan, by the operation of which 
this class of persons may share in the 
institutions. The 

Friend Society 


monthly publication,® 


bless nes of these 
American Seamen’s 
have now A 
conducted DY AK ‘ntleman devoted to 
the service of the society, the Rev. J. 
ILeavirt, and we anticipate happy 
results to the scamen’s cause from its 


We shall look 
to its records for facts in relation to 


extensive circulation. 


Sabbath-schools for seamen and their 
children, and can now copy from its 
pages two of peculiar interest. 


Sabbath-school on board the U. S. 

sloop-of-war Natchez. 

It is truly gratifying to learn, that 
the system of Sabbath-school instruc- 
tion has commenced in our navy, upon 
the deep. A letter from the surgeon 
on board the Natchez, to a. brother 
officer now in this city, communicates 
the interesting intelligence. The fol- 
lowing extract must be read with plea- 
sure by the friends of seamen: 

“<The proposition of establishing 
Sunday-schools on board of ships, I 
think a good one, and am glad it has 
been brought before the Sunday- 
School Union. 4k have written to the 

tev, Mr. Judson upon the subject. I 
commenced a Sunday-school in this 
ship on the last Sabbath in April. Un- 
der all the disadvantages of situation, 
for the time, they have made greater 
progress than | expected. They seem 
generally desirous to learn, and [ hope 
the Divine blessing may accompany 
my feeble efforts to promote their im- 
provement.” 

* « The Sailor’s Magazine and Na- 
val Chronicle,” published by the So 
ciety, at Jonathan Leavitt’s, 182 Broad- 
way. Price $1 50, per annum, in 
advance. 
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The “) . » of states, 
the Erie v 
lection amv 


that while 


t Ps nsacola, u col- 


venty dollars 

hie r, to a 

the inhab:ta: 

tempting 2 pat also th he 
Natchez had ex- 
pressed his intention to get up a sub- 


Fa i 
Bible 


SOM ety a 
th-scho pls on hoard of 


Lessels. 


commander ot the 


scription for the 


Sa 4 h a 


Besici 


the sloc yp-of- war 


s the Sabbath-school on board 
Natcli y mentioned 
Naval Journal, two otuers have 
mmenced 
merchant vessels sailing out of this 
port. One of the masters, after he had 
procured his books for the purpose, 
request a the Mariner’s 
Church, that he might be successful in 
God would 


in the 


recently been c on board 


pl avers mm 


his undertaking, and that 
bestow upon 
We hope such prayers may not be 
confined to mariners’ c 


it his special blessing. 


hurches. 


CATECHISMS 


A writer inthe 


expresses his 


New York Observer 


fears that Catlechisms 
‘at measure laid aside” in 


We notice the 


‘are in a gre 
our Sabbath-schools. 
article (which appears to be written 
in a kind spirit, and solely with a view 
of benefiting the schools) for the pur- 
pose of offering a single remark, after 


transcribing the following paragraph: 


** The pr: actice of making the chil- 
dren in our Sabbath-schools care fully 
commit to memery and recite the Cafe- 
chisms of the respective churches to 
which they belong, so far as my ob- 
servation extends, is, in a great mea- 
sure, laid aside. Tam no stran ger to 
the fact, thatthe Sabbath-School Union 
has caused a number of excellent books 
to be prepared for the use of Sabbath- 
schools, which are equally suitable for 
all Christian denominations; and which, 
on this account, have been very ex- 


tensively circulated in every part of 


our country. In this T rejoice. Such 
books are highly useful, and ought to 
be everywhere patronized. But what 








then’ an argument 
constantly and 


using its own Cat 


This is no more 
uwmarnst each church 
faithfully thism, 
instructing its own children, than the 

rsal circulation « Bibles and 

Tracts, in which all C 


reason Vv hy minist ers tre l 


hri st lat 
Sabbath to Sabbath, preach 
people of their respe 
charges, and inculcate upon them wit! 
due care, and toa suitable extent, the 
dis tinguishing doctrines of their own 


J 


ctive 


‘nominations. 


The *“ mark we wish to make is, 


that the American Sund: iV- -School 


Union do not, in any manner, inter- 


fere with the 


management of th 


schools in their connexion, nor do 


kind of books shall 


supposing it to be pro- 


thev dictate what 


be used; but, 
per and useful, they have published 
the Catechisms of at least four large 
denominations, and keep others 
their depositories. The only pledge 
which the name of the Union upon the 
Catechisms is intended to give, is, that 
they are frue copies from the standards 
of the denomination to which they 
ostensibly belong. They are furnish- 
ed at a very low price, say from eighty 
cents to one dollar and 


/ u ndre d. 


to the schools on/y when ordered. 


a quarter per 


They are put up and sent 


THE SABBATH, 
1 Dissertation on the Sabbath, in which 
the Nature of the 


the Obligations to its Observance, 


Institution, and 
are stated and illustrated. 
Rev. Joun Macnertnu, M.A. 
12mo. Philadelphia, 
A work of this kind we have long 


considered a desideratum in theolog?- 


sy the 
Pp. 254. 
1828-9. 


cal literature. We have had sermons 


and tracts without number, respecting 


of the 


we frankly acknow- 


+} 
the observance Sa! bbath; and 


of these, 
ledge, possess great merit on the points 


many 




















Serene Vena ci aan Menge? ORR AII SEBEL TE yo 





ef | ‘ 





. pea ALES REI 











1829. 


Southern Sunday- School Union. 


25 








of discussion which they embrace. 
But, generally speaking, they have 
not taken up the subject as a whole; 
neither have they examined it in all 
the length and breadth of its moral 
We 
selves have felt, and we know that 
many of our divines and theological 
students have felt, the want of a con- 


sanctions and obligations. our- 


cise, historical, didactic and practical | 


dissertation on the sanctification of the 
Lord’s day; and we hail the publica- 
tion of the work before us, as an im- 
portant accession to our theological 
libraries. 

The author has, in our opinion, 
brought to the undertaking a mind 
well stored with antiquarian research, 
well schooled by the discipline of rea- 
son, and, what is of far more import- 
ance, well seasoned with enlightened 
and elevated sentiments of devotion. 

Cuap. IV. is distinguished by a train 
of argumentation respecting the na- 


_ been, and which now are, too gene- 








ture and obligations of moral and posi- | 
tive duties, which to us appears quite | 
original; and the general reasoning | 


specially applied to the sanctification 
of the Sabbath, is of so lucid and phi- 


losophical a character, as must prove | 


an intellectual treat at once to the ac- 
complished scholar, the plain citizen, 





and the honest inquirer aftcr truth in | 
the good old paths of personal holi- | 


ness and humility. 

The reasoning employed (Cuap. 
VI.) to rebut Dr. Paley’s views re- 
specting the antiquity of the Sabbath, 
we recommend to all whose faith in 


the divine authority of the institution | 
may have been affected by his sophisti- | 
cal arguments and unscriptural dog- | 


mas 


We have read both with pleasure | 
and profit, the ninth Chapter, which is | 


devoted to a point of great importance, 
Vou. V1.—4 








—=—— 





and involving difficulties which have 


rally considered as incapable of a satis- 
factory solution, viz. the reasons for 
the change of the observance of the 
Sabbath from the seventh to the first 
day of the week. 


— ‘ Fey. . * pit . 
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As our limits will 
not admit of any quotations; and as it 
is difficult to make selections where 
there is so much to commend, we must 
take leave of this handsome little vo- 


. 


lume, by recommending it as a valua- 
ble manual of practical piety and fer 
vent devotion, —as an elegant and ani- 
mated pleading in support of a funda- 
mental article of evangelical doctrine, 
—as constituting, in fine, an epitome 
of theological facts and philosophical 
reasoning, with which, in these days 
of spiritual lukewarmness and infideli- 
ty, every Christian family ought to be- 
come acquainted, and which every 
well-wisher of Zion ought to possess 
and study. 

This work is peculiarly suited for 
Sunday-school teachers, as it is their 
special duty to explain and enforce the 
proper observance of the Lord’s day 
upon thei pupils. Each Sunday- 
school library should possess a copy 
for their use, and perhaps among the 
scholars some may be found who could 
read it with advantage. 















































SOUTHERN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


In the state of New York there are 
siz large Unions:—Western, St. Law- 
rence, Genesee, Champlain, Central, 
and Southern. These societies em- 
brace nearly the whole state, and have 
their principal seats of operation, or 
head quarters, at the following places: 
Utica, Ogdensburgh and Pottsdam, 


Rochester, Plattsburgh, Albany, New 
York city. These unions are all auxi- 
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liary to the American Sunday-School | 


Union, and are prosecuting their ob- 
jects with various success. The last 


named has recently been formed in the 


city of New York, and we make se- || Fisher and Mr. Moses Allen, a sub- 


| scription was opened, 


veral extracts from the minutes of the 
meeting, which has been before no- 
ticed in our pages. 

At a meeting of Dele gates held at 


the American Tract Society’s House, 
according to appointment, on W ednes- 


tion of the Rev. Dr. De Witt, second- 


| ed by Dr. John Stearns, they were 
| appointed officers and managers of the 


Union. On the motion of Mr. Abijah 


and a large 


| number of gentlemen became mem- 
| bers. 


Appropriate and interesting  ad- 


| dresses were made by Rev. Dr. M‘Au- 


day, the 19th inst. for the purpose of | 
forming a Sunday-School Union in the | 
southern section of the state, Eleazar |) 
Lord, esq. was appointed chairman, | 
and the Rev. Spencer H. Cone and | 


John Stearns, M.D. secretaries. 

The meeting was opened with pray- 
er by the Rev. Dr. Knox. 

About one hundred Delegates, from 
the different counties embraced in the 


contemplated Union, then presented | the instrument of immense good to the 
their names, and took their seats as || rising generation, and extend its be- 


members of the Convention. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. M‘Auley, 
seconded by the Rev. Dr. M‘Murray, 
it was 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this | 
meeting, it is expedient to form a Sun- | 
day-School Union, including the coun- 


ties of Sullivan, Ulster, Orange, Rock- 
land, Dutchess, Putnam, Westchies- 
ter, New York, Richmond, 
Queens, and Suffolk ; 
Union be called, ** The Southern Sun- 


Kings, || 


and that this || according to the census of 1825, had 


ley, Rev. Dr. M*Murray, Rev. Dr. 
Fiske, Rev. Mr. M‘Clay, Rev. Mr. 
Johnson, R. Wilkinson, esq. of Pough- 
keepsie, and Rev. Dr. De Witt. Re- 
marks were also made by several! other 
gentlemen present. The utmost har- 


| mony prevailed throughout the meet- 
| ing. All seemed to feel deeply the 
| importance of the measure ; and it is 
| devoutly hoped that this union of ef- 


fort will, by the blessing of God, be 


| nign influence to millions yet unborn. 





day-School Union, Auxiliary to the | 


American Sunday-School Union.’ 

On motion of the Rey. Dr. ore 
seconded by the Rev. Mr. M‘Clay, 

Resolved, 
proceed to the formation of such a 
Union. 

The constitution was adopted, which 
is, in its principal features, like the one 
recommended by the Parent Society, 
and published in our first volume. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. John- 
son, of Newburgh, seconded by Ko- 


bert Wilkinson, esq. of Poughkeepsie, | 


a committee was appointed to nomi- 
nate officers, anda board of managers. 


The meeting was concluded with 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Boyd. 


E. Lor», chairman. 


Spencer H. Cone, 
Joun STEARNS, 


¢ Secretaries. 


This Union embraces the twelve 
southern counties of the state, which, 


a population of 414,554. There are 


| at least 120,000 persons in the district 


That this meeting now | 





of a suitable age to attend Sunday 
schools, without including adults. 


President—Gerard Beekman, esq. 
New York. 
Vice-presidents—Moses Rolph, Suf 


| folk county; Gen. Van Wyck Wicks, 


Queens county; Adrian Van Sinderen, 
Kings county; William Van Bueren, 
Richmond county; Eleazar Lord, esq. 
New York; Cornelius J. Blauvelt, 
Rockland county; William Jay, West- 


| chester county; William Young, Put- 


The committee reported and nomi- | 


nated the names below, and on mo. 





nam county; Abram Bockee, Dutchess 
county; Abraham B. Hausbrouk, Ul- 

ster county; William Gillispie, Sullivan 
county; Gen. James W. Wilkins, 

Orange county. 


William Green, jun. T'reasurer, 























1829. Do People gain anything by Sinning ? 27 
—— —,,* Corresponding Secretary. 6. The Creator is to be first loved 


A. W. Corey, Recording Secretary. | for his own sake, for his infinite good- 


Managers—Thomas Pierson, Fras- 
tus Ellsworth, John J. Labagh, Fre- 
derick T. Peet. 


APHORISMS, 


Selected from the Editor’s Common- 


Place Book. 


1. If we look upon the usual course 
of our feelings, we shall find that we 
are more influenced by the frequent 
recurrence of objects, than by their 
weight and importance; and that habit 
has more force in forming our charac- 
ter than opinions have.—A. Hall. 

2. The poor man who has gained a 
taste for good books, will in all likeli- 
hood become thoughtful; and when 
you have given the poor a habit of 
thinking, you have conferred on them 
a much greater favour than by the gift 
of a large sum of money, since you 
have put them in possession of the 
principles of all legitimate prosperity. 


3. That power which brought such | 
a world as this out of confusion, empti- | 


1, . } | . 
ness and darkness, at the beginning of | cuits of clothes, for two young pro- 


time, can, at the end of time, bring 
our vile bodies out of the grave—and 


can make them glorious bodies.—7. | 


Henry. 


points about which real Christians are 


divided, are points on which the sacred || a.¢eq Gahazi where he had been, he 


volume is silent, mere human fabrica- | 


tions, which the presumption of men 
has attached to the Christian system.— 
R. Hall. 

5. God hides himself and his provi- 
dence behind second causes.— Rollin. 





* The appointment of Corresponding 


Secretary was referred to the Board of 


Managers. 











ness and perfections; and then the 
creature, as his work, and in propor- 
tion to its resemblance to Him. — non. 

7. Fear God for his power—trust 
him for his wisdom—love him for his 


| goodness—praise him for his greatness 
| —believe him for his faithfulness—and 
| adore him for his holiness.—Rev. John 
| Mann. 


—d 


For the Amer.can Sunday-School Magazine. 


DO PEOPLE GAIN ANYTHING BY SINNING? 


When Naaman, the Syrian, was 
cured of a dangerous sickness by Eli- 
sha, the prophet, he offered valuable 
presents, which the good prophet did 
not take. Now, Gahazi, the servant 
of Elisha, had that love of money 
which is the root of all evil; and he 
said in his heart, O that I had those 
presents which mv master refuses. 
When people very much desire what 
they should not have, they are very apt 
to use wrong means to get it. So did 
Gahazi; for he first swore that he 
would take somewhat of Naaman, and 
then he ran after him, and told a lie; 


| for he said, that his master had sent 
| him to ask a talent of silver, and two 


phets, who had just come on a visit. 


| He obtained more than he asked. 


Now, he was a robber, a swearer, and 
liar; but he was rich, and perhaps be- 


| gan to think of buying a farm and 
4. It is remarkable, that the chief | 


| people do wrong, they often tell lies, 


building a fine house. Now, when 


hoping to hide it. So, when Elisha 
replied, ‘* Thy servant went no 
whither.” Now, did he gain anything 
by all this wickedness? No: for he 
displeased God and his prophet, and 
the sickness, which had just left Naa- 
man, came upon him and his children. 

This story reminds me of Achan, 
(Jos. vii. 16,) who stole the Babylo- 
nish garments, and two hundred she- 
kels of silver, and a golden wedge; 
and for this, Achan was stoned to death 
with his children, and burned with fire. 

Brece. 
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MUTIUS; 
An Historical Sketch of the Fourth Cen- 
By 
Pp. 180. 18mo. American Sunday- 
1828. 


tury. A Lavy or Vineiyta. 


School Union. 


Those of our readers who are pleas- 
ed with short historical sketches, or 


founded 


events im ancient history, we think 


narrative on well known 
will be much interested in the present 
engaging little volume. It is simply 
the history of the persecutions and suf- 
ferings of a Christian family and their 
friends, in the reign of the apostate 
Julian. The 


well interwoven, and there is originali- 


historical incidents are 
ty enough we think to interest those 
who have perused many other such 
memoirs. 

We trust the fair author has laid 


iH 


aside her pen only to resume it again 


with renewed zeal and vigour in the 


cause of early instruction. 


AGENTS. 


The following gentlemen are now 
employed by the Board to promote 
the objects of the Union, but especial- 
ly with reference to collecting funds, 
of which the Society is at this time in 
special need. 

Rev. Gronce Born, of the Episco- 
pal Church, General Agent. 

Rev. E. Everetrn, of the Baptist 
Church, and 

Rev. Jamrs E. Wetcn, of the Bap- 
tist Church, .?genis. 

Mr. W. is now in the state of Geor- 
gia, and Messrs. Eveleth and Boyd in 
New York. 

The following gentlemen have also 
been employed by the Board to col- 
lect funds, but their terms of service 
have expired, viz. 


Rev. Howard Malcolm, General! 
Agent; Mr. Thomas West, Rev. N. S. 
Saxton, Mr. A. W. Corey, Rev. Wm. 
Hague, Rev. John P. Fenner, Rev. T. 
Alden, Rev. R. S. Cushman, Rev. Fre- 
derick Clark, Rey. C. O. Kimball, Rev. 
Henry K. Greene, Rev. J. H. Noble, 
Rey. A. S. Wells, Rev. H. Fisk, Rey. 
J. KR. Moser, Rev. A. 


Samuel Merwin, Agents. 


Logan, Rev. 





MISSIONARIES. 


Recently the Committee of Missions 


have made the following appoint- 


-ments, viz. 


Rev. Jonn Corr, of the Episcopal 
Church, Surry, and several adjoining 
counties in the state of Virginia. 

Rev. 


sox, of the Congregational Church, 


E. Barner and Rev. E. Jrp- 


south-eastern part of the state of Ohio, 
and other parts, as they may be from 
time to time instructed. 

The other gentlemen who hold 
commissions, and whose terms of ser- 
vice have not expired, are— 

Rev. Josrera B. Avams, of the Pres- 
byterian Church, in the western part 
of Pennsylvania. 

Rev. J. V. E. Trors, of the Epis- 
copal Church, Cumberland, and seve- 
ral adjoining counties in Pennsylva- 
nia. 

Rev. Hexry Werentman, of the 
Baptist Church, in Virginia. 

Rev. Wuitt1am Brorston, of the 
Presbyterian Church, in North Caro- 
lina. 

Rev. F. A. Strate, to visit the Ger- 
man congregation in a part of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Rev. G. Suosea, of the Lutheran 
Church, of North Carolina; and seve- 
ral other gentlemen, of different de- 
nominations and in different states, 
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hold commissions and render aid in es- 
tablishing schools, but receive no com- 
pensation for their services. We men- 
tion this fact, because it has been said, 
and by some believed, that the vene- 
rable old man, of more than seventy 
years, who has devoted himself to this 
work with the alacrity of youth, and 
with uncommon zeal and _ perseve- 
Yance, receives from the 
Union for his services. Mr. Shober 
never received one dollar from the So- 
ciety. 


a salary 


Many other erroneous reports are 
in circulation in relation to this branch 
of Sabbath-school measures, but they 
do not merit further notice at present. 

The Committee are exceedingly 
anxious to employ twenty or thirty 
more missionaries, but funds are want- 
ing. 

The following gentlemen have been 
appointed by the Union as missiona- 
ries. The terms of service of those 
who entered on the duties of their ap- 


pointment have expired, but most of 


them, if not all, still manifest a warm 
interest in the cause, and are as zeal- 
ously, if not as exclusively, devoted to 
it as when acting with our commission. 

Rev. Messrs. Timothy Alden, Charles 
Whittlesey, Amos Savage, jun. Abner 
Morse, John M. Peck, James B. Mor- 
row, Hervey Wilbur, Joseph Myers, 
Burr Baldwin, D. Dimack, James 
Weatherby, Thomas B. Sergeant, 
James B. M‘Creary, Thomas L. Jane- 
way, George G. Sill, Pharcellus 
Church, C. Whitehead, J. P. Robin- 
son, Randolph Stone, John J. Pierce, 
Lucius Carter, William S. Potts, Hen- 
ry Durand, Harvey Lyon, Aaron W. 
Lyon, A. Sanford, John L. Bryan, 
Thomas G. Allen, Elbridge G. Howe, 
James Cahoon, 
M‘Campbell, Thomas Brown, Samuel | 
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L. Gouden, Jonathan Greenleaf, Har- 


vey Fisk. 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS IN THE WINTER. 


Extract of Letter from Fairfield, 
Ohio. 

‘© As it relates to the practicability 
of continuing the schools throughout 
the winter season, in this state as well 
as in the older states, I have no doubt. 
It is only in those places where the 
have had a Sabbath-school, and been 
in the practice of suspending it during 
the winter, that | hear any objection 
made to its continuance. In such 
places it is often difficult to persuade 
people to make an effort to continue 
beyond the usual time.” 

We think the above remarks will 
apply to Sunday-schools in many other 
vicinities. It is invariably difficult to 
break through habits of long standing, 


and this may prevent the continuance 


of some schools through the winter, 
rather than any insuperable barriers 
which circumstances may have thrown 
around them. 





WHAT IS NOW GOING ON. 


Who, indeed, can witness what is 
now going on in the religious world, 
and not be excited to effort? When 
we reflect that, forty years ago, al- 
though Paganism reigned over three- 
fourths of the families of the earth, 
scarcely a single Bible was seen, or 
the voice of a single Protestant mission- 
ary heard, in all her wide domain; and 
that now, there are more than two 
thousand missionaries and assistants 
scattered over this vast territory, con- 
stantly piers in preaching and 
teaching from the Book of Life; that 
their schools contain 170,000 pupils; 
and that already 300,000 of their hear- 
ers have renounced idolatry, of whom 
26,000 have become members of Chris- 
tian churches: when we consider that 
religious Tracts were scarcely heard 
of thirty years ago; and that now, two 
associations in Britain and America 


Watson, Wm. || have sent pne hundred and twenty 


millions of these little messengers into 
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all parts of the world, while every { the kingdom of our Lord and of his 


year adds fifteen millions to the num- 
ber: when we reflect that twenty years 
ago, only one in six young men in our 
colleges were preparing for the mi- 
nistry; and that now, through the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit upon the 
churches, and the divine blessing on 
Education Societies, the proportion is 
one in three: when we consider that 
only fifteen years since, Sabbath- 
schools were scarcely known in this 
country; and that now, one Society 
has under its care 250,000 children 
when we reflect that only four years 
ago, a few Christians in Monroe co. 
N. Y. resolved to supply every family 
in that district with a Bible; and that 
since that time a similar resolution has 
been adopted in districts embracing 
more than half the population of the 
United States, in many of which the 
work is already done: when we consider 
that although intemperance rages to 
such an extentin the United States, that 
more than 50,000,000 gallons of ar- 
dent spirits are consumed annually, a 
Society has, nevertheless, been form- 
ed, within two years, on such prin- 
ciples and backed by such a tide of 
public opinion and prudent zeal, that 


it has already given a serious check to | 


the progress of this evil in some parts 
of our land: 


towns, and by the passage of steam 
boats, canals boats, and other convey- 
ances along the lines of our most flou- 
rishing villages, a band of devoted men 
have, within one year, resolved, in the 
spirit of Nehemiah, to build again the 
broken wall and restore the fallen glo- 
ry:—when we consider all these things, 
we ask again, who that calls himself a 
Christian will not join with his whole 
heart in the glorious enterprise of deli- 
vering the world from the thraldom of 
sin and Satan’ And who that has faith 
but as a grain of mustard-seed, does not 
see in the movements to which we have 
adverted, the approach of that day, 
predicted in Holy Writ, when “the de- 
serts shall rejoice and blossom as the 
rose;” when “the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established on 
the top of the mountains, and all the 
nations shall flow unto it;”? when “the 
kingdoms of this world shall become 


when we consider that al- | 
though the Sabbath is profaned by the | 
travelling of stages in all our principal | 








- 


Christ, and he shall reign for ever and 
ever.”’—Chr. Almanac. 





CORFU. 
From the Rev. J. Lowndes, to the Secretary of 
the London Sunday-school Union. 


Your letter of Dec. 4th, 1827, revi- 
ved my drooping spirits, for as I had 
exceeded the sum for which I had 
drawn, I found it necessary to think of 
discontinuing the Greek Sunday-school, 
which indeed I was very unwilling to 
do, and kept it up beyond my means 
from this principle. Your letter how- 
ever completely relieved me, and whilst 
I would acknowledge, with heart-felt 
gratitude, the favour of your Commit- 


_ tee, I would also trust that the blessing 


of God will accompany our endea- 
yours. 

To me it is a most pleasing object to 
see assembled a number of Greek 
youth’s on the Lord’s-day, to read that 
book, which is able to make them wise 
to salvation through faith that is in 


| Christ Jesus. 


Since November, 1825, the schocl 
has been continued, andI have had the 
pleasure to see that the number of 
scholars has kept up pretty well. Ge- 
nerally we have had from about thirty 
to forty, and now, as a German mis- 
sionary, who is here, takes a part in 
teaching, the school is better attended 
to than when left to the Greek priest. 
The method adopted at the commence- 
ment, and still pursued, is to give to 
each scholar a ticket every Sunday, 
except to those who behave ill, and for 
every fen tickets a book. In this way 
I have distributed a considerable num- 
ber of religious publications, and 
amongst others a number of new Tes- 


_taments, as rewards, which books I 


trust will be read, as they are certainly 


_ valued by the scholars, who are al- 
ways very anxicus to receive their 
| prizes. 


I could, I believe, easily establish 
Sunday-schools in some of the villages, 
but the greatest difficulty in such case 
would be to obtaina conscientious per- 
son, who would attend properly to the 
children, without being under the in- 
spection of some other person who 
feels a real interest in the object. I 
have this constantly in view, and am 
not without hope of seeing it sometime 
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accomplished if God spares me; and it 


is one of these objects, the accomplish- || 
ment of which will not only afford |) 


real pleasure to the devoted servant of 
Christ, but with the divine assistance 
will tend materially to form the chris- 
tian character, and be a grand instru- 
ment in influencing men to adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Simeon Ball, 
to the Secretary of the London Sunday-school 
Union, dated 6th June, 1828. 


Of our Sunday-schools in general, of 
which we have at least 28 on the island, 
I think it may be said, that they are in 
a state of improvement, although not 
rapidly. 

The last summer was a season of 
great trial to our schools, indeed they 
received a shock which was severely 
felt forthe time. The measles were 
brought into the island early in the 
season, and during the summer spread 
almost over the whole island, among 
both young and old—men, women, and 
children, whose constitutions had not 
before been brought under the power 
of the disease. Indeed I am not aware 
at present of one solitary station that 
escaped. The consequence was, that 
not only was the fishery impeded just 
at its height, and many poor families 
brought to endure the horrors of want, 
but also many of our schools were 
shut up, as well as many places of wor- 
ship necessarily closed, and the people 
at the same time deprived of their tem- 
poral good and of those sacred ordinan- 
ces which had been the means of con- 
veying the bread of life to their souls; 
however, as this disease, at least in the 
out-ports, was not attended with great 
mortality, it might be expected that on 
its retiring, our schools would resume 
their wonted tone; but just as this pre- 
vailing malady disappeared, stern win- 
ter frowned upon us with a gloomy 
aspect, and his frown was indeed se- 
vere. A more intense season, upon 
the whole, has not been experienced in 
Newfoundland for a number of years. 
This occasioned most of our schools 
that were shut to remain so, and those 
which for a little time had been re- 
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| opened to be again closed, excluding 


those whose returning health of body 
had induced them, in this humble way, 
to seek instruction to their minds; nev- 
ertheless, we trust that the approaching 
summer will again bring our re-opened 
schools into efficient operation, and en- 
able us to make a more cheering report 
of our labours. 1 have heard of one 
instance of conversion to God among 
our Sunday-school scholars during the 
past year. Indeed, although to those 
who have been acquainted with our 
schools at home, the advance of our 
scholars may appear small and slow, 
yet, when it is taken into consideration 
that our Sunday-schools are the only 
means of instruction the children pos- 
sess, we may really wonder that so 
much has been done. Notwithstanding 
the past winter has been very severe, 
and we had no stoves in our chapels, 
these schools have been kept open 
during the whole of it, and have been 
well attended; the missionary himself 
assisting after the afternoon preach- 
ing. In the early part of the spring 
a public examination took place at 
both the schools, which gave much 
satisfaction. Uncommon pleasure was 
evinced by the children on receiving 
their rewards, some of the books you 
were so kind as to send us. 





DUTY OF BECOMING ACQUAINTED WITH 
MISSIONARY PROCEEDINGS. 


Some men profess to have a sense 
of the value of immortal souls, and to 
wish the conversion of their fellow 
creatures; yet seem to take little in- 
terest in the accounts which are pub- 
lished relative to missions to the hea- 
then: they will read with delight, tra- 
vels, and voyages, and fictitious tales 
of distress, which, however well writ- 
ten, are but fiction still; and, while 
they extend their sympathies on those 
who suffer by the disasters of the seas, 
or the sorrows of imaginary beings, 
will throw aside with indifference the 
details of far severer hardships, endur- 
ed in gaining victories over the pow- 
ers of darkness. It is the sacred duty 
of all to combat this error; for it in- 
dicates that state of criminal lukewarm- 
ness which our Lord has declared to 
b> his peculiar abhorrence. — Wilber- 
orce. 








AUXILIARIES, 
Recognised ata stated meeting of the 
Board. 

Sandy Spring S.S. Ohio; Eleazer Brainard, 
Secretary. 

Uniontown 5S. S., Ohio; John Lyle, Superin- 
tendent; Dame! Harvey, Secretary. 

Morristown S. S., Ohio; Joseph Gaston, Sec’y. 

Morgan Co. S. S. Union, Ohio; Rév. John 
Hunt, President; Rev. B. Allen, Secretary. 

Jefferson Co. S. S. Union, Ohio; David Hodge, 
Esq. Present; Dr. Wm. Leslie, Treasurer; 
Rev. C.C, Beatty, Secretary. 

Harrison County S. S. Union, Ohio; Matthew 
M‘Coy, President; Thomas Phillips, Trea- 
surer; Samuel M'Cormick, Secretary. 

Centreville S. S. Union, Ohio; Daniel Van 
Horne, President; Rev. J. Robertson, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer. 

New Hagerstown S. S., Ohio; Samuel Dunlap, 
Esq. President; Rev. Jacob Cozad, Secretary 
and Treasurer. 

Wilksboro’ S. S. Union, N. C 
Mauch. 

Columiana Co. S. S. Union; Rev. C. Valan- 
digham, President; E. Potter, Esq. Secre- 
tary; L. Dowry, Treasurer, 

Brownsville S. S. Union, Pa.; Wm. Hogg, 
President; J. M*Kennan, Secretary; George 
Hogg, Treasurer. 

Fayette Co., Pa., S. S. Union; Rev. J. H. Ag- 
new, President; Dr. H. Campbell, Secretary; 
N. Ewing, Esq. ‘Treasurer. 


+» Wilham P. 





MONEYS received by the American Sunday- 
School Umon, from November 2st, to De- 
cember 20th, 1828, inclusive. 

Il. MINISTER MEMBER FOR LIFE, 

By the payment of thirty dollars, and 

upwards. 

Rev. Artemas Bullard, Sec’y and G. A. 
Massachusetts S. S. Union, by teach- 
ers and fnends of Sunday-schools in 
Philadelphia ; part of the amount 
consisted in a pair of ear-ornaments, 
given by a lady at the Concert of 
Prayer, afteran Address by the Rev. 

Mr. B. $30 00 
ll. OTHER MEMBER FOR LIFE, 

By the payment of thirty dollars and 

upwards. 

James W. M*Comb, by his grandfather, 
Jeohn M*Comb, 

Ill. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBER, 


By the payment of three dollars and 


$30 00 


upwards. 
FE. Holt, 1829, 3 00 
IV. DONATION, 
To the General Fund. 
Morse, Hallock & Co. New York, 7 91 


V. MISSIONARY FUND. 
Jnitiatory Subscriptions to constitute 
the following Societies Auxiliary. 

W ilksboro’, N. C., S. S. Union, &3 00 


Moneys Received. 
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Columbiana, Ohio, S. S. Union, 


3 00 
Meigs Co., Ohio, S. S. Union, 


; oo 
DONATIONS. 
Philadelphia S. S. Concert of Prayer, 
for December, 1328; of which $1 16 


was from the Sixth Presbyterian 
Church, S11 75 
VI. FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 


And from Individuals in payment for 
Books. 


Boston, Ms., per Mr. John Gulliver, 100 0¢ 
Bridgeton, N. J., S. S. Depository, 94 18 
Bapust S. S., Salem, N. J. 1 5 
Bedford, Pa. 10 00 
Cold Springs S. S. 2 25 
Central S. S. Union, N. Y. 1,000 00 
Cumberland S. S. Union, N. J. 3 00 
Cape May C. H. S. S. 5 85 
Essex Co., N. J., S. S. Union, 141 82 
Fayette Co., Ky., S. S. Union, 96 00 
Genesee Union, N. Y. 824 76 
Georgetown S. S. 3 00 
Holmesburgh, Pa. 5 51 
Hartford, Con., per D. F. Robinson & Co. 560 89 
Jefferson and Berkley Co. S.S. Union, 100 00 
Leesburg, Va. 5 00 
Lancaster Co., Pa., S. S. Union, 20 00 
Little-Rock, Arkansas Territory, 31 45 
Maine State Union, 145 67 
Mauch Chunk, 2 64 
Marion and Radnor, 5 11 
Mount Joy, Pa., S. S. 25 00 
Marictta, Pa. 10 00 
New Hampshire S. S. U. 214 05 
Norristown Epis. 2 00 
Norfolk, Va., per A. Galt, 20 00 
Newton, S. S. 4 49 
Norwich, Con., per Lewis Edwards & Co. 100 00 
Philadelphia. 
St. Andrew's Female, 4 20 
St. Thomas’s, 4 81 
Second Baptist, 1 28 
Samaritan Society, 20 00 
Kensington S. S. 21 48 
Coloured Adult School, Lombard St. 6 67 
Judean Society, 80 00 
Sixth Presbyterian Male, 30 50 
Galilean Society, 43 50 
Nazareth S. S. 31 00 
Eighth Presbyterian Church S. S. 1 89 
First Presbyterian Female, 12 00 
Baptst S. S. 2 78 
Ebenezer §S. S. 5 45 
Princeton S. S. Union 100 00 
Pittsburg S. S. Union, 104 31 
Richmond, Va., per Collins & Co. 519 81 
Stroudsburg and Lower Marion, 6 64 
Trenton, N.J., per Mr. Green, 8 00 
Wilksboro’, N. C., S. S. Union, 9 00 
Washington, D. C., per J. Kennedy, 30 00 
Wilmington, Del. First Presbyterian 
Church, 16 50 
Sales to individuals and schools not 
particularised by the purchasers, in 
the city and elsewhere, 412 OF 








